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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper Y107/01 series overview 
Y107 is one of thirteen units for the revised A Level examination for GCE History. This unit tests an 
extended period of History of about fifty years through an Enquiry or source-based option and an essay. 
The paper is divided into two sections. In Section A candidates have to answer a compulsory source 
questions based on four written primary sources. The question requires them to use all four sources to 
assess the validity of a view. In Section B candidates are required to answer one essay question from a 
choice of two.  

To do well on Section A, candidates need to be able to consider both provenance of the sources and 
apply contextual knowledge to them in order to reach a judgement about the sources in relation to the 
issue in the question.  

To do well on Section B, candidates need to address the issue in the question, using detailed supporting 
knowledge. In order to reach the higher levels candidates will need to assess the issues they discuss 
and reach a supported judgement at least in the conclusion. 

Overview of candidate performance 

Candidates who did well on this paper generally did the following: 

• considered the provenance of the source(s) and used relevant contextual knowledge 
• linked the contextual knowledge clearly to the source being discussed to show whether the 

view of the source was valid or not 
• reached an overall judgement as to the extent to which the sources supported the view in the 

question 
• in answering the essay question, discussed at least two issues in depth 
• gave supporting detail that was both accurate and relevant to the question set, not just the 

topic 
• reached a supported judgement about the issue in the question 
• made a series of interim judgements about the issues discussed in relation to the question.  

Candidates who did less well on this paper generally did the following: 

• did not consider both the provenance and use contextual knowledge to evaluate the sources 
• wrote an unbalanced answer in their treatment of the sources, with very little consideration of 

one of the sources 
• reached a judgement based on their knowledge rather than the sources 
• showed a poor understanding of the major issues relevant to the essay 
• were unable to support their answer with relevant material 
• did not focus on the precise wording of the question 
• made unsupported comments about issues which were assertions. 
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Section A overview 
Section A is the source element of this paper and the A Level examination, testing AO2. It is therefore 
important that responses are driven by the sources as this is the only part of the examination where this 
is tested. There is one compulsory question in this section. The question requires candidates to use all 
four sources to assess how far they support a view. Candidates are advised to spend slightly longer on 
Section A as it carries more marks than Section B. Centres should be aware that in answering the 
question there is no requirement for candidates to group the sources and that any level or mark can be 
achieved without this. However, candidates do need to consider all four sources and in order to reach 
the higher levels should assess the provenance of each source and test the validity of the source using 
contextual knowledge. In order to reach the highest levels there should be clear evidence of a judgement 
about the sources, based on an assessment of their provenance and the use of contextual knowledge, 
and the extent to which they support the view. 

Question 1 

There was a good range of answers to the source question. Most candidates displayed a sound 
understanding of most of the sources in relation to the actual question set and were able to link the 
information in the source to the question. This was particularly true of Sources A, B and C. Source D was 
more challenging for the lower ability answers as they were uncertain as to whether it showed support or 
opposition to the restoration of Catholicism. Source A was seen clearly to offer support for the 
proposition and nearly all candidates were able to select relevant material from the source to support the 
view. Similarly, most were able to select material from Source B and use it to explain that the restoration 
was not popular. Most also identified the more balanced nature of Source C with evidence both for and 
against the proposition. However, Source D presented the greatest difficulty. Many weaker answers 
simply stated that it showed there was no support as things were depressed and ruined, with people 
broken in spirit. However, stronger answers debated whether this showed that people did support the 
restoration as Protestantism was destroyed or whether because they were broken they accepted 
Catholicism only because it was enforced and therefore not really popular. 

There was little difficultly for most to apply contextual knowledge to at least some of the sources. 
However, what was particularly noticeable was that the evaluation became less strong the further the 
answer progressed. It was particularly noticeable that there was little use of contextual knowledge to 
discuss Source D, which was often the last source considered. Contextual knowledge was used well to 
test the view of Parkyn. Many made mention of the joyous welcome given to Mary or mass being said in 
various parishes before laws had been repealed. In discussing B many answers did challenge the view 
using the fact that there is little evidence of people being converted or that there were no revolts other 
than Wyatts, which most suggested was not about religion. Some very strong answers were aware of the 
moving of the burnings because of fear of unrest or the profits to be made by Kent cherry sellers and 
used that to test the validity of the view. In discussing Source C a few strong answers challenged the 
comment about the building of monasteries, either noting very few were refounded or pointing to the 
difficulty in getting acts passed until there were guarantees about monastic lands. However, Source D 
was done less well with very few aware of Mary’s appointments at Oxford.  
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Discussion of provenance varied considerably. There were some simplistic comments, such as they 
were written at time or were eye-witnesses and are therefore reliable. Such comments would not score 
well at GCSE and did not score well at A Level. Whilst many commented on the reliability of the authors 
because of their position and beliefs, the strongest answers often looked at the dates of the sources and 
the geography of where they were from. Source A was written at the very start of Mary’s reign and 
therefore did not cover the period of the persecutions, whilst also noting it was from Yorkshire, a 
traditionally Catholic area. Similarly, comments about B and C being from the period of the persecutions 
was noted and that they offered a London view. The strongest answers often picked up on Renard’s 
relationship with Mary and the factional struggle at court with Gardiner urging restraint. However, there 
were some who were confused by C and seemed to think that the Papacy was based in Venice or that 
Venice was Protestant. With Source D most focused on the Protestant nature of the writer, but stronger 
answers did comment on the date and Jewel’s absence from England during Mary’s reign.  

However, it was a trend that many responses dealt with one element of the contextual knowledge or 
provenance well, but not the other and this limited the mark credited. Similarly, despite often good 
contextual knowledge and provenance there was no attempt to judge the overall validity of the source in 
relation to the popularity of the restoration and this also limited the response. However, Exemplar 1 
below provides a good example where all three elements are considered and therefore Level 6 is 
reached. 

Exemplar 1 
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Section B overview 
In Section B candidates are required to answer one question from a choice of two. Given that most 
candidates are likely to spend longer on Section A than B it is not expected that they will be able to cover 
all the issues raised by the question. Candidates can score well by considering two or three issues in 
depth and reaching a supported judgement. However, it is important to ensure that the issues selected 
allow a justifiable judgement to be reached. The majority of candidates chose to answer Question 3, but 
both questions produced a wide range of responses.  

Question 2* 

Although this question was less popular than Question 3, there was still a good range of answers. 
Candidates adopted a range of approaches to the question and both proved successful provided that 
they identified Elizabeth’s aims and then used their knowledge to address the extent to which she 
achieved her aims. A number of responses looked at just the short term aims of Elizabeth in terms of 
achieving religious stability after the reigns of Edward and Mary and the potential threat from overseas. 
However, there were other responses which looked at settlement in the longer term and considered 
whether it allowed her aims to be achieved throughout her reign. Either approach was acceptable 
provided that the argument was linked back to the settlement and was not simply an answer that looked 
at whether her religious policy was a success.  

Lower ability responses showed a very limited knowledge and understanding of the details of the 
settlement, often failing to go beyond naming the major acts of 1558-9. This often led to a general 
discussion of whether there was religious stability during her reign. However, stronger answers used 
knowledge of some of the early struggles she had with the Acts to argue that ultimately she did achieve 
her aim of conformity amongst the majority of the population. These answers argued that she would 
never have been able to win over all, but that she was more successful than her predecessors, shown by 
the lack of religious unrest for much of her reign. Some argued that the absence of religious wars, unlike 
much of mainland Europe was a clear indication that she had achieved her aims, whilst others noted the 
permanency of the settlement to show that she had achieved her aims. Responses often mentioned the 
challenges to the settlement in parliament but noted again her success in defeating them and therefore 
achieving her goal of providing religious stability. A range of examples from the Vestarian controversy 
and Cope’s Bill and Book were used to support the view that a moderate settlement, which had been her 
goal, was sustained. Similarly, some used the example of the Armada to show how she had won over 
most moderate Catholics by her policy. 

Some responses considered the threat of foreign intervention in 1558 given Elizabeth’s position in the 
eyes of Catholic powers. Many argued that again the settlement was a success. These answers often 
used the example of Philip persuading the Pope not to excommunicate her as sign of success with the 
settlement and that it was not until after the rebellion of the Northern Earls that any lead was given to 
English Catholics by the Papacy. Comments were also made about Elizabeth achieving her own goals 
by retaining church music and the crucifix in her chapel to assuage foreign visitors. 

Exemplar 2 shows a discussion of range of issues but where further development of judgement is 
needed to reach the very top level. 
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Exemplar 2 
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Question 3* 

Most candidates were able to discuss a good range of issues and use their knowledge of events such as 
the Armada and Ireland to address the question of Elizabeth’s power. There was a wide range of issues 
that candidates could discuss, including Ireland, Spain, Essex, social issues, finance and the royal 
prerogative but it was not expected that to reach even the top level all of these would be considered. 
What mattered was the quality of analysis and judgement. Even at the lower ability range candidates 
were usually able to write about what happened in Ireland or with the Armada and provide some 
explanation as to whether they threatened her power. However, there were a few answers that did not 
read the question carefully and wrote about events from before 1588 without making their comments 
relevant to the actual question set. This was particularly the case with responses which spent a great 
deal of time discussing Mary Queen of Scots. 

Most responses considered the Armada and Tyrone’s rebellion, usually seeing one of those as the 
greatest threat. The strongest response discussed each issue and reached a judgement about the issue 
rather than explaining why each issue was and then why it was not a threat. This latter approach makes 
interim judgements that much more difficult. There were some very encouraging balanced discussions of 
these two events which considered how great the military threat was of the Armada and whether an Irish 
rebellion, despite lasting so long was a threat to her power. Very strong responses contrasted Tyrone 
with Essex and discussed whether a rebellion in London was a greater threat to Elizabeth’s power than 
one in Ireland.  

Discussions about developments in parliament were handled well by the higher ability responses. Lower 
ability responses were often confused over what monopolies were and their significance. There were 
also number who did not pick up on the Golden speech and use that to show how, despite the battles of 
previous years, Elizabeth was still able to control MPs. There were some strong answers that noted the 
changing composition of both her Privy Council and parliament and argued that this was a threat to her 
power, given the new type of Oxbridge educated MP. However, some did balance this against her 
general ability obtain subsidies and her prerogative powers of summoning, proroguing and dissolving 
parliament.  

Some of the most interesting discussion was found when answers considered her image and age and 
the extent to which this threatened her power. In particular, some did pick up on negotiations with 
James, suggesting that even if outwardly loyal some were already preparing for a future without her. 

There were many very good answers, as can be seen in Exemplar 3, which weighed up a range of 
issues to reach a balanced conclusion. However, most were able to explain some issues even if the 
answer was just a list of challenges.  
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Exemplar 3 
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Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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