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	Question
2018

To what extent did the religious settlement of 1558 – 1559 achieve Elizabeth’s aims



	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
What Extent – how far?
Religious Settlement 1558-1559 – subject/time period specific 
Elizabeth’s aims – her personal agenda and views


	Key issues to be discussed
Elizabeth’s Personal Beliefs
Puritan Opposition
Catholic Opposition

Foreign Relations / Overseas tensions


	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument. (How does this tie to the key terms)
	Content

	Introduction
	Elizabeth’s religious settlement largely met her aims of creating a national church that allowed her to control all aspects of religion and enforced her royal prerogative through the act of supremacy.

	The four factors are catholic opposition, puritan/protestant opposition, foreign relations and her personal beliefs.

	1.


	Catholic opposition to the religious settlement. Argue that some aspects of her personal beliefs benefited Catholics, but their opposition didn’t affect her achieving her aims.

	Catholic bishops in house of lords had to be replaced apart from Kitchen of Landaff. Catholics liked the aspects such as stain glass windows, music and vestments. Did little to please roman Catholics who believed pope should be head of church.

	2.
	Puritan opposition to the religious settlement. Argue that protestant majority in parliament may have influenced decisions but ultimately Elizabeth was a committed protestant and got the settlement she wanted.

	Settlement pleased most moderate protestants and some puritans. J.E Neal believed the puritan choir forced her into a more extreme settlement than she wanted. Ministers used parliament to manipulate her decisions using faction to control her.

	3.
	Elizabeth’s personal beliefs. She was brought up as a protestant and was 
symbolic of break with Rome. Her actions in her youth and as Queen show that she was a devoted and hardline protestant, and she got the settlement she wanted.

	Translated protestant scripts in her youth such as “Dialogus Fidei”. During Edward’s reign she was noted for her “Godly Zeal”. Before her first parliament her proclamations of 27th and 28th December ordered Epistles, gospels, Lord’s Prayer, Creed and Litany in English.

	4.
	Foreign Relations. In Europe, many violent religious wars between Catholics and Protestants. May have caused Elizabeth to make a compromise (or via media) to not provoke an invasion or intervention from foreign powers (rome).

	St. Bartholomeus Day massacre, Spanish Inquisition, fear of Elizabeth being excommunicated by pope, religious division in Europe and England.

	Conclusion
	Sustained – Elizabeth got the protestant settlement she wanted (and possibly wanted even more protestant one). Dominant theme is of success – with some questions over possibly manipulation. Even if she didn’t initially cover everything she wanted to, her royal injunctions allowed her to make alternations and add pieces.
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