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Context: Mid-Tudor England - a time of crisis? . .
What were the most likely causes of rebellion between 1547 and 15587

Historians have often described the period between the death of Henr ; most li is time?

VIl and the accession of Elizabeth [ as the ‘mid-Tudor crisis’ This Em%\ s m_ﬂo%m o u.mov_m were e el o e ﬁ._‘._m :*“:m. iod?
of crisis stemmed from a range of problems which all occurred within Why might the ruling classes be reluctant to rebel during this period?
the short period of the brief reigns of Edward VI (1547-53) and Mary
Tudor (1553-58). This page introduces two linked aspects of this “crisis’
- economic problems and class conflict - and shows how some classes
prospered while others moved into poverty.
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Why might government responses to rebellion be slow during Edward VI
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A population increase of 1 per cent a year .h\,.ﬂﬁ:::auwou ,Qah:m .ﬂ%ﬂ ﬂﬂw”__m_..% “m_qm.ﬂwﬁ%mﬁ%m their %mmhm%
since 1500 was a magor factor in the social i. would lead 10 a rise in their standard of ving
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More le were looking for jobs |
A This illustration from 1577 A\.r..cﬁ Smwmmmﬂa no new oﬁwo:_._“_;_.mm. growth io o For _msn_oizmﬂm_gézo vM_.ma am_u_*m to moﬂ:mn m: m:u_,%m_.wumﬁm..ﬁ
i i i | E | was great wealth to be made from orta I .
{Halinsted’s Chronicles) shows _ T S e T e e oIt - b \he demand meant they could charge higher prices A A restored Elizabethan yeoman's
workers labouring in the fields to 7 %o 4 3 o . SR - house. Yeomen were wealthy
harvest the wheat in time - P VR Y e 0 o fo ) farmers and their houses were the
Based on an average of 100, foliowing Unemploymenf§ o most visible sign of their place in the
a series of poor harvests the price of o) O . ial ord
! a basket of food had risen to 217 by o village social order.
i 1549, while a labourer's wages had a o = iy
ﬂ purchasing power of 59. ©%o0oq " Nobility and gentry had the
_ e T o W %0ojoo : opportunity to prosper
i 1 Commoners saw their fiving  Food shortag

7 Y standards decline
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rents atthough their ability to do so depended on the type of contra
©0ooogoooo O o fipflation o they had §m: their ﬁmzmm‘ﬁ. Members of the aristocracy were among
o those whose tenants had fixed rents. As a result some nobles had
to self their estates to the gentry. This ciass had already benefited
) from the sale of church lands and included, for example,
lawyers who went on to have successful political careers in
central and local government.
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inflation had reached about 200 per cent by
1550, made worse by government debasements.
Many smallholders left the land because they could
not afford higher remts. Wages did not keep pace
with rising costs. The living standards of many
smallholders and wage labourers felf,

Lasting poverty
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land, the merging of small farms and eviction

Although opportunities existed
for social moblity, at least 50 per
cent of the urban and lower social
classes were trapped in enduring
and inescapable poverty.

Gentry and yeormen farmers began 10 enclose land so that they could
introdice spedialist farming techniques which would enable them to
capitatise on the high prices for, for example, grain and wook.

A After enclosure the open fields,

a vagabond being flogged as a i
of tenants, and the conversion of arable land : :
punishment for begging, to pasture. In addition, those smallholders | © @ Enclosures © including the common land, were
iﬁo tried 1o farm more commercially felt 0 parcelled into units or farms with
that the gentry had unfair advantages
through the size of their mm—m:..,lm..\.?[ b OO boundary walls.
e o
The decline of woollen exports to h !
Antwerp had an adverse economic .
impact, inciuding unemployment, in | Woollen industry

regions which relied on this industry.
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The causes of Mid-Tudor crisis: more pr
P oblems Foreign Policy. There was o glorious victory in foreign policy to rase people’s spirtts. Semerset continued the
and to force the latter 10 honour the marriage treaty between Edward Vi and Mary,

H%M”_MMUMMHWM:Q mno:oamn ma.oc_m:;m were not the only mmnwmﬁm of this period to createé a war against france and Scotl
' s not exist today wwwmdmoowm”_mmmwmzﬂm the years from the mid-1540s to the late 1550s the Queen of Scots but his fruitless purstit of military success imost bankrupted the government. Northumberiand
bt it was responsible c:nw:mw:Q om<m_, s_ﬂ Mﬂ,ﬂﬂwmnﬂwmwmﬁarwma. qmc.w__ﬁm.mm._.m:m_oﬁ change and withdrew from foreign commitments but at the cost of losing English-controlled Boulogne to the French, which
for several epidermics e were severe outbreaks of .miomamhoiq.w § 1 ES Me_m_m not enough represented a considerable hurniliation. When Mary Tudor became queen, her support for her Spanish husband s
" both Tudor England 5152, of influenza from ! 55658 m:m_ m_-ﬂ M__omm w: plague in war against France led 0 %m loss of Calass, the dmﬂ. English garnson abroad, Meanwhile, the roﬂ,._a\ of the Holy
and Europe between o high mortality rates smallpox four years later, all of Roman Emperor to Edward's Protestant reformation caused him to threaten the exports of English doth to
1485 and 1551 Sour understandi Y : Antwerp with disastrous results for the English cloth industry.
: nding of these broader events and of the debate on
m<.32.03m included whether there was a “‘mid-Tudor crisis’ will give you & framework within -
wﬂﬂms:o_ﬂm%mmmm%mm which you can analyse the threats from the rebellions that took place - the Crisis, what crisis?
e a.mmmmmmnﬂc_m_sa__ Mwﬁ.qmmwwm_«_wﬁ_u_ﬂ%:oﬂﬂ_ MMM M”m_mmmﬁ_. mm,ox w%Jw:_o:M: W_,_m south-west and As you have seen aDoVe, there seems to be plenty of evidence to explain why historians have often
within hours. It seems Grey Plot of 1553 glia), Wyatt's rebellion 0 1554 and the Lady jane described the period between the mid-1540s and the late 1550s as the ‘mid-Tudor crisis’. However,
to have been more : historians writing within the last twenty years have chaltenged this crisis’ label. They see the fact
prevalent in London that the Tudor state faced disastrous foreign wars. internal rebellions, religious change, epidemics and
(20,000 people died Dynastic Insecurity. Henry's death in 1547 left the throne to his nine-year- old economic and mqmzn,m_ collapse and yet still emerged stable and with the Bo_..,m_.ns mEm 1o govern
there during the 1563 son, mas.mﬂ. i Edward had no children, the next i line were his half sisters, Mary mmmmn:sm”_% as a sign of strength rather than weakness. They also argue that this checklist of problems
epidemic) and amongst and then Elizabeth. History seerned to suggest that if the monarch was not an was typical of those _u.mnma by many mﬁ.:_mi-:m:nm and was not unique to the reigns of maémz__ m.:n .
the higher classes. adult male then the prospect for strong and stable government was co neiderably Mary. Why do you think %.mﬁ recent Em_“o:msm Ez,w become Suspicious of mm:ﬂm_ labels like ‘crisis™?
reduced. This beliel induced anxiety over bow effectively England would be The development of this debate is exernplified pbelow, summarising the views of some of the
governed and what problems might ensue. historians who have contributed to it. All are well worth reading.
o 4 \II o
i ' . = - 1 In the first edition 2 In the early 1990s David g % Nigel Heard was another historian
MM“‘_M.M..-.W_.”_MMW ,_n_“.w mﬂﬁww“_umr_ﬂ._ﬁa N_*, Mﬁ - Noble Faction. The .FQ that a boy _c.:m would of England under the Loades challenged this view and who disliked the use of ‘crisie’. In
s ol s i/ e ﬂ s allowed his SON s cmma a regency council to govern for him led to an Tudors (1955), GR. clgimed that higtorians liked £0 Edward V1 and Mary: A Mid-Tudor
m.cmg _:mAM mmw _mm a Protestant q.&oqaa_oa increase n ?nzo: a:.z:m the last years of Henry Etton portrayed the use the word ‘crisis’ because it Crisis? (1990) he wrote: “The concept
een and 1552. However, the succession Vill, as leading nobles jockeyed for position. Henry's succession of Edward Vi made a period scem more exciting of a mid-gixteenth-century crisis
of Mary Tudor, a staunch Roman Catholic, meant that will stipulated that there should be a Regency and the prospect of a than it actually was in order to in England is now consldered to be
these _n:mz.mw.m were short lived. These rapid about Council but in 1547 the Earl of Hertford quickly minority government as catch the readers’ attention’ difficult to maintain. Thie i certainly
turns in religion led some people to oppose and established himself as Lord Protector and took threatening the stability In The Mid-Tudor Criste 1545~ true if by "crisis” it 16 implied that the
rebe! against their monarch on religious groundsand  the title of Duke of Somerset. Within two years of a government which 1665 (1992) he characterised whole country, and all of the pecple
added to the sense of royal insecurtty. however Somerset had been overthrown In a coup wat already dvided b ship period as onc of catgs: were experienicing & Crels Szﬂ_ém_._w.
led by the Farl of Warwick who. as the Duke o ,ﬂm.oﬁ_oz based ..us religious a_%a_o_&.:a:ﬁ and continuity, lese between 1547 m.:a_ 1558, Indeed, it 18
Northumberiand, became Lord President of the differences. .Em made dramatic perhiape .u . only really possible to 52Y that. the
: the country ripe for each of Henry's children waé country as a whole and some sections
Council, Northumberland then d to change ! i i
uncil, INO mberiand th atternpted to chang! both intemnal unrest and able to succeed to the throne in of soclety underwent very short-lived
the succession so that the dying Edward would be possibly foreign invasion. turn; ‘the true significance of the crises at times between these dates
succeeded by the Protestant Lady Jane Grey and not He believed therefore that reigns of Edward Vi and Mary lies " At no time, even in 1549, was the
by the Catholic Mary Tudor. $he death of Henry Vil less in what happened than in country in danger of collapse, and for
triggered a crisio. what did not happen. most people life went on 29 normal’.
_unnnm.o_._ describes the division of the government/court into rival groupings dominated by powerful nobles. — — —
mm_.ns jockeying for position and trying to win the favours of the monarch. After the 1530s these opposing
m__m_.,.am:ﬁ usually included refigious differences. A strong monarchy could keep the nobles in check and so O OO OO
faction was always at its most intense when the monarch was weak or distracted. Faction is an important Oﬂ» . Y @ O
consideration in any analysis of a rebellion, particularly those categorised as elite conspiracies. People were likety S

to be more willing to rebel when they perceived weakness at the centre and faction was clear evidence of that. G.R. Elton David Loades Nigel Heard



