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Russian Agriculture 1855-1964 

Policy/event 

Date 1856 1861 1891 1917 1921 1929/30 1941/5 1964 

 Alexander II 

 

Toasted by Count Tolstoy as 

the “Tsar Liberator” 

Mosse contrasts:  

“Alexander proved himself ...a 

disappointing liberal... and ... 

An inefficient autocrat.” 

Nicholas I on serfdom.... 

 

“There is no question that 

serfdom in its present state 

is an evil, palpable and  

obvious to everyone” 

Alexander 

III 

Nicholas  

II 

Provisional 

Government 

Lenin Stalin Khrushchev 

The “Cruel joke”  

(JAS Grenville) of 

Emancipation 

Vyshnegradskii 

Declares “we must 

export and go  

hungry” 

Famine 

2 million dead 

Battle of Tannenburg 

Most Russian dead 

were peas-

Famine 

5 million dead 

“The people’s 

tragedy” O Figes 

Issac Deutscher 

Called the 1931-2 

famine- “The first 

man made famine in 

history.” 

Up to 70,000  

Russian villages 

lost in the GPW 

M McCauley 

Famine—up to 15 

million dead  

(R. Conquest) 

S. Smith on the place of  

agriculture within the history 

of Russia: 

 

“The grimmest aspect of a grim 

topic” 

Questions 

 

1. How far does this show that things just 

got worse for the peasants? 

 

2. How would you alter this timeline? 

(i.e. How far do you agree with it) 

Serfdom E.Edict Land captains Famine 
Stolypin’s 

reforms War Civil War Famine NEP Collectivisation War Virgin lands Failed policies 

Reform of the country-

side intended to build a 

“conservative bulwark of 

the status quo” 

(R Hingley) 
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Kulaks 

Kulaks 

Land hunger 


