
  
























1855 





Nicholas I dies, and Alexander II becomes Tsar. 








1856 





The Treaty of Paris is signed. Crimean War is lost, showing the need for reform and modernisation





1861





The Emancipation of the serfs





1874





The ‘To The People’ movement fails. Opposition to Tsarism starts to become more extreme. 





1863





The Polish Revolt shows the issue of race is a growing problem in the multinational Empire.








1876





The Land and Liberty Movement splits into the Black Partition (moderates) and people Will (the extremist movement that kills Alexander II five years later. 





1880’s 





Russification grows as a policy under the influence of Pobedonostsev. 





1881





Alexander II assassinated, creating a belief in the last two tsars that reaction was the only way to successfully govern Russia. 





1887 – 1892





Vyshnegradskii as finance minister. 





1889





Land captains introduced to control the countryside for Alexander the III.





1891





Famine – up to 5 million dead in the worse agricultural development of the tsarist age.





The 1890’s 





Rapid industrialisation – the start of Witte’s Great Spurt.  





1894





Sudden death of Alexander III – of nephritis.








1904-1905





Russo – Japanese War shows that Tsarist Russia is still industrially relatively backward. 





1905 





Bloody Sunday – leads to major civil unrest (some consider it a revolution attempt) 





1906 – 1913





Stolypins Agrarian Reforms.





1906





Duma established – opposition legalised in Tsarist Russia.








1914





Russia declared war on Germany.


Crushing defeats at the Battle of Tannenberg and the Masurian Lakes. 





1915





Tsar takes personal responsibility for the war. 





1917





Febuary – The Tsar abdicated. A provisional government established. 





October –The Bolsheviks, led by Lenin seize power. 





November 1917





Bolshevik seizure of power





1918





The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk.





Nicholas II and the Romanov family put to death at Yekaterinburg.





Constituent Assembly closed.





1918 – 1921 





The civil war.





War Communism.





1921





New Economic Policy.





1921 – 1927





Kronstadt Rising, Famine and economic collapse. 





1924 





Lenins death (and his political will which denounces Stalin as ‘too rude’) 





1928 – 1929 





Stalin in power.





1932





Famine – Conquest estimates that 10 million+ died. 





1934 – 1944 





Seige of Leningrad





1941- 1945





The great Patriotic War.





1946 – 1953





High Stalinism – censorship and repression tightened. 





1954





The Virgin lands campaign starts.





1956





Khrushchev deposed as leader.





1957





Soviet Union puts Sputnik I into space.





1961





Yuri Gargin becomes the first man in space. 





1962





The Cuban Missile Crisis destroys Khrushchev’s reputation. 





1963





Valentina Tereshkova becomes the first women in space. 





1964





Khrushchev deposed as leader.














