Agriculture  1855 - 1964
Key Issues for Study and Examination

	Tsarism

	N1: Serfdom.
	

	A2: Reasons for Emancipation.
	

	A2: Impact of Emancipation / The Mir.
	

	A3: Land Banks and Land Captains.
	

	A3: Vyshnegradskii, exploitation of the countryside and the 1891 Famine.
	

	N2: Stoylpin’s Reforms.
	

	N2: The impact of War on the Peasants.
	

	Students should be aware that other aspects of this course impact on their understanding of the Tsarist countryside. A good example of this was the policy of Russification. Many peasants were from the ethnic minorities repressed by Alexander III and Pobedonostev.
	

	Communism

	The Condition of the Countryside in 1917.
	

	Len: War Communism and the 1920 - 1921 Famine
	

	Len: The NEP and the Kulaks.
	

	Stal: Collectivisation.
· Motives.

· De-kulakization.

· Peasant Opposition.

· Famine 1932 – 1934.

· Life in a Collectivized Village.
	

	Khru: Reforms and Virgin Lands Policy.
	

	Students should be aware that other aspects of this course impact on their understanding of the Communist countryside. A good example of this was the impact of the Great Patriotic War. Millions of peasants and one hundred thousand kolkozy were destroyed.
	

	Sample Essays
	

	To what extent is it correct to argue that the treatment of the Russian peasantry in the period 1855 to 1964 was uniformly poor ?
Assess the view that in the period 1855 to 1964 no Russian ruler succeeded in improving the lives of the peasants.



