	Russian Agriculture

1855 – 1917




	Lesson No.
	1
	Activities

Issue the tick box scheme of work and quote bank sheets. Get the students to write in the Oxley reading and noting pages to the appropriate dates in their homework diaries. Explain this is best done before the lesson so they have ideas on the topic before they enter the classroom.
Issue A- Intro materials. 
Focus on the timeline initially – lead a class discussion on what it shows. 

· What are the key events and themes ?

· What surprises the students ?

· Why did Smith write what he did ?

Focus on the past questions sheet.
· Pick out the different types of questions that we might expect to get on Agriculture.

· Try to develop the links with the industry aspects of the course.

· Ask the students to identify any words or key terms that they do not understand in the questions – define these for them. You might like to get them think why words like “uniformly” were used, and why they are very helpful to us.  

Class read / discuss the “Life of Serfdom” sheet. You might like to pick out five key facts.
At some stage in this lesson you should explain that through most of the course most Russians were peasants / serfs, and that in 1855 the figure is easily over 90% of the Tsars subjects.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· The links between agriculture and industry.
· To a lesser extent the links between agriculture and government (EG, Emancipation)

	The Place of Agriculture in the Course 

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To establish the importance of agriculture to understanding Russian History.
2. To understand the types of questions that they will be expected to answer.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
The A – Intro mats.

	Lesson No. 
	2
	Activities
Start with a five minute class q and a on the key themes and events raised in the previous lesson. 

Issue A1
This collection of sources includes most of the problems face by Russian Serfs. It can be class read and highlighted. The students could discuss their answers to the questions in table groups before a class discussion of the answers. 

The plan of the village is particularly noteworthy. Spend time on this with the students as it will inform you teaching of the post-emancipation Mir. What “advantages” were there in Serfdom ? 
For next lesson - One Paragraph

In what ways was Serfdom in 1855 “an evil, palpable and obvious to everyone” – (Nicholas I).

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Zeks

(Collectivisation as a Second Serfdom ?) 

· The nature of repression in the course.

	Russian Serfdom

1855 – 1861
Oxley : 16 - 17
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To understand and be able to write on the realities of Serfdom for the Serfs. 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A1

	Lesson No. 
	3
	Activities
Start by class reading some students paragraphs. You could pre-arrange to photocopy a couple. Discuss the pace and argument-led structure of effective use of evidence in synoptic writing.
Issue A2.

Explain that Count Tolstoy proclaimed Alexander the “Tsar Liberator”

J Westwood commented “with the possible exception of Khrushchev, no ruler of Russia brought so much relief to so many of his people as Alexander II”

A2 considers his motives for the Emancipation Edict. The students should use the highlighters to distinguish between the evidence that support Tolstoy and Westwood, and which evidence disagrees. They should then produce spider-diagram with the themes;
· Desire to Modernise Russia’s economy.

· Morality.

· Fear.
These can be added to by class discussion.  


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Later reforms such as Stolypin, NEP, and Khrushchev.
· Other missed opportunities for reform in Tsarist History. EG, the October Manifesto.

	Why did Alexander II emancipate the Serfs in 1861 ?
Oxley : 25 – 26.
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1.     To develop analysis of essay writing skills.
2.     To explore the extent to which Alexander II deserves his reputation as the Tsar Liberator (motives). 

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A2

Two different coloured highlighters 
(Obviously this works best if everyone uses the same two colours).

	Lesson No.
	4
	Activities

Put the quotation on the board, and Issue A3.
A3 shows three aspects of the revisionist argument on the Tsar Liberator debate. 
· The first page allows comparison between pre and post-Emancipation village. This should be discussed as a class (ideally using the same higher code). This is very strong, but you should also stress that the landlords decided which land the ex-serfs got. This meant that they almost always got the least fertile land.
· The second page highlights the personal freedoms gained by the peasants and contrasts this with the impact of the redemption payments and the collective power of the Mir.
· The third page has some images to show continuing reality of poverty.
Discuss these as a class, and then guide them to the quotation. 
They need to write two paragraphs to answer the following question;
“In what ways is J.A.S. Grenville correct to suggest that life got worse for peasants after 1861 ?”

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Later reforms such as Stolypin, NEP, and Khrushchev.


	What was Life Like on the Mir ? 
Was J.A.S. Grenville correct to describe the Emancipation Edict as “a cruel joke”
Oxley : 26 – 29
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To develop analysis of essay writing skills.

2. To explore the extent to     which Alexander II deserved his reputation as the Tsar Liberator (standards of living).


	
	

	
	
	Resources
A3
Two different coloured highlighters 
(ideally the same as those used in the previous lesson)


	Lesson No. 
	5
	Activities
Start by class reading some students paragraphs. You could pre-arrange to photocopy a couple. Discuss the pace and argument-led structure of effective synoptic writing.

Issue A4 and class read. The students should write a paragraph to answer the question;

“How did the Emancipation Edict change the nature of Tsarist government ?”

· Is this the best claim that Alexander II has to being a Tsar Liberator ? 

· How far does this mitigate the matters covered in the last two lessons ?

· You should return to the nature of Tsarist government. 
Had the Emancipation Edict weakened of strengthened Tsarist government ? (Rogger ?)


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· The links between agriculture and governemnet.

· To a lesser extent the links between agriculture and repression.

	What were the lateral effects of the Emancipation Edict ?
Oxley : 29 – 32.
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To develop analysis of     essay writing skills.

2. To explore the extent to which Alexander II deserves his reputation as the Tsar Liberator (lateral impact). 

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A4

	Lesson No. 
	6
	Activities
Issue and class read A5.

The students should then construct a timeline of key developments in the period 1881 to 1905.

You should then focus on the areas of parallel and discussion highlighted in red. 
· Why does the suffering of the peasants increase ?
· Are they sacrificed on the alter of industrialisation ?

· How important was the personality of Alexander III ?
This lesson would also provide a good opportunity to update the students quote banks.
 
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· The links between industrialisation and the exploitation of the countryside (parallels with Stalin).
· Modernisation as a cause of Repression.
· An often overlooked point here is that many of the peasants were from the ethnic minorities attacked in the years of Russification.

	Developments in Russian agriculture 1881 – 1905
Land Captains

Land Banks

Vyshnegradskii and the 1891 Famine

Oxley : 45 – 47.
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1 . To secure an understanding of the key developments in the countryside under Alexander III.
2. To explore the links between agriculture and other aspects of the course.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A5


	Lesson No.
	7
	Activities

Issue A6 and class read. The students need to be able to write on the following issues.
· Why did Stolypin introduce reforms in the countryside from 1906 ?

· How do they compare to the other reforms of agriculture ?
· How much did they improve the life of the peasants ?
· What does this tell us about the reasons why change happened in Tsarist Russia.
The students should come to the next lesson with prepared questions on any aspect of Tsarist agriculture they are unsure about.

All Oxley reading and noting must be complete by next lesson 

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· The 1861 Emancipation Edict.

· The NEP.

· To a lesser extent Khrushchev’s  reforms.

	How significant were Stolypin’s Reforms ?
Oxley : 70 – 71.
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. 1. To establish a solid understanding of the significance of Stolypin’s Reforms.
2. To explore the links between agriculture and other aspects of the course.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A6

	Lesson No. 
	8
	Activities
Start this lesson by taking questions on any aspects of Tsarist agriculture that the students are uncertain about. 

Check their books and notes are complete. 
Issue A7, and explain that whilst the First World War is important to us in other ways, it is also noteworthy that most of the army that suffered was composed of peasants.
Issue the essay question. Ask the students to come to the next lesson with ideas to contribute.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Zeks

(Collectivisation as a Second Serfdom ?) 

· The nature of repression in the course.

	How the First World War affected Russian peasantry
Oxley : Sources 23 and 24 Page 78.
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To secure an understanding of the impact of the First World War on the peasantry.
2. To secure the students understanding of the Tsarist agriculture. 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A7

	Lesson No. 
	9
	Activities
Lead a discussion on the requirements of the mark scheme. Be sure to stress the importance of; 
Balance.

Evidence.

Pace.

Argument-led writing that is tight to the question.
This should then lead into a class discussion  of the question below
“ The Communist rulers treated the peasants worse than the Tsars.”
To what extent do you agree with this view of Russian History in the period 1855 – 1964 ?

The teacher might like to then plan an answer to the question on the board.


	

	Essay Planning


	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To develop the students’ synoptic essay writing skills.

2. To secure the students understanding of the agriculture. 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A8 

(Mark scheme

And

Essay Planning sheet).


	Russian Agriculture

1917 – 1964




	Lesson No. 
	1
	Activities
Refer to / issue the agriculture timeline sheet and consider the key events.

· What are the key events and themes ?

· What surprises the students ?

· Why did Smith write what he did ?

Obviously this year sees three systems of Russian government.  Explain why this is useful to us. 
Issue A7 and explain this is where the Tsarist course concludes. This should be class read, and the students should discuss the impact of the War on the peasants. They should pick out three key points.
Issue A9. Class read and discuss. Again three key points should be picked out for the Provisional Government and the Sovnarkhom. Theses should be class read and the students should be guided to write two paragraphs to answers the following question;

“In 1917 only the Communists should any concern for the needs of the Peasants.”

To what extent do you agree with this statement ?
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Consideration of 1917 allows us to contrast Tsarism, the provisional Government and Leninist Communism.

	The Condition of the Countryside in 1917
An overview of the key developments in the Communist period

The
Provisional Government

Oxley : 95
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To secure an understanding of the impact the events of 1917 on the lives of the Peasants.

2. To allow the students to start to contrast the approach of the different regimes to the peasants. 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A7
A9

	Lesson No. 
	2
	Activities
Start by class reading some students paragraphs. You could pre-arrange to photocopy a couple. Discuss the pace and argument-led structure of effective synoptic writing.

Class read A10. The students need to be able to construct a spider-diagram to explain what happened to the peasantry during the Civil War (included stats on the famine – described by Orlando Figes as “The People’s Tragedy.”

How does this contrast with Lenin’s decrees in the Sovnnarkom ? 

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Vyshnegradskii and the 1891 Famine.

· Collectivisation and the 1932 famine.

	War Communism and the Famine of 1921 
Oxley : 129
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To secure an understanding of what the impact of War Communism was in the countryside.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A10

	Lesson No. 
	3
	Activities
Issue A11 and class read. Address the key question. The students need to be able to write on the following aspects of the NEP;

· What the NEP did the help the Peasants.

· Why it was introduced. 

· How far it compares to the Emancipation Edict (you should point out that they will study Stolypin. A clear comparison between the NEPMEN and the Kulaks).
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· The Emancipation Edict of 1861.
· Stolypin’s Reforms.
· Khrushschev’s Reforms.

	The NEP

Oxley : 131 – 132

And 159
	
	

	 Lesson Aims
1. To secure an understanding of what the impact of the NEP on the countryside.
2. To consider parallels with the Emancipation.


	
	

	
	
	Resources
A11

	Lesson No. 
	4
	Activities
Explain that Collectivisation is one of the major issues in any consideration of Russian History 1855 – 1964. In this lesson the students are aiming to build an understanding of what it was.
Class read A12. The students need to be able to write paragraphs to explain what it was, and why it was introduced. They should leave space to develop these notes next lesson.
Class read these students paragraphs. Discuss the pace and argument-led structure of effective synoptic writing.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· War Communism.
· Vyshnegradskii’s exploitation of the countryside to industrialise.


	Collectivisation

(understanding)

Oxley : 163-164
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To secure an understanding of what the impact of Collectivisation on the countryside.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A12

	Lesson No. 
	5
	Activities
Explain that today we are deepening our understanding of Collectivisation, and analysing its significance.
Class read A13. The students should add to their notes from the previous lesson, and update their quote banks. 

Their answers should be discussed, and the teacher should flag up how the issue of Collectivisation can be used in essay work. 

Issue A14. Read and discuss the impact of the GPW on the Peasants. Some possible questions to consider;
· Was there more suffering in the First World War of the Great Patriotic War ?

· Which was worse for the Peasants – Collectivisation or the Great Patriotic War ?


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Industry and Modernisation
· Other Communist agricultural policies.
· The impact on the First World War on the Countryside.

	Collectivisation

(analysis)

Great Patriotic War

Oxley : 165 - 173
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To deepen the students understanding of what the impact of Collectivisation on the countryside.
2. To discuss how Collectivisation should be used in essay work. 

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A13

	Lesson No. 
	6
	Activities
Issue A15 and class read it. Discuss the reasons for Khrushchev’s Virgin Lands and why it failed. What parallels are there in the other aspects of this course ? How should we regard the policy ?
The students should write two paragraphs to answer the following question.
“Change rather than continuity is the dominant theme of Communist agricultural policy 1917 – 1964”

To what extent do you agree with this statement ? This should be completed for the next lesson.
Books and quote banks should be checked at the strt of next lesson.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· The Emancipation Edict 

· Stolypin’s Reforms.
· The NEP Reforms.
· Other Communist Policies for the Countryside.
· Other failed Agricultural policies.

	Khrushchev’s  Reforms
Oxley : 

Source 1 – 238

Source 4 – 241

 263 - 265
	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To secure an understanding of what the impact of Khrushchev’s Virgin Lands Policy on the countryside.
2. To why discuss how Collectivisation should be used in essay work. 

	
	

	
	
	Resources
A15

	Lesson No. 
	7
	Activities
Start this lesson by taking questions on any aspects of Tsarist agriculture that the students are uncertain about. 

Check their books and notes are complete. 

Class read the model essay 
Essay

“ Were the Russian peasantry ever really free ?”
Students should be able to identify

Balance.

Evidence.

Pace.

Argument-led writing that is tight to the question within the essay.
The students should be informed that they with have an unseen timed essay on Agriculture next lesson.
	

	Essay Planning

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To develop the students’ synoptic essay writing skills. 

2. To secure the students understanding of the agriculture.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
A16

	Lesson No. 
	8
	Activities
“Assess the view that in the period 1855 to 1964 no Russian ruler succeeded in improving the lives of the peasants.”

	

	Timed Essay


	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To develop the students’ synoptic essay writing skills.
2.  To secure the students understanding of the agriculture.


	
	

	
	
	

	Lesson No. 
	9
	Activities
Return and discuss their efforts for the question.

“Assess the view that in the period 1855 to 1964 no Russian ruler succeeded in improving the lives of the peasants.”
Then on the board plan with them;

“Examine the view that, throughout the period 1855 to 1956, Russian government regarded the peasantry more as a burden than a help to the development of the state.”


	

	Essay Feedback / Planning

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1.  To develop the students’ synoptic essay writing skills.
2.  To secure the students understanding of the agriculture.
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