	Russian Government
1855 – 1964



	Lesson No.
	1
	Activities

Starter: Very quick class brainstorm on what the students know about Alexander ll already. There’s a lot to do in this lesson so make sure that this doesn’t last more than 5 minutes.
Main:

1. Revise/discuss – Autocracy and the rule of law – discuss/revise the three fundamental principles of tsarist rule. (students should have covered this at the end of year 12) students are to make a brief note of this in their exercise books.

2. Brief teacher led exposition on the reforms passed by A2 during this reign and their context. (Emancipation 1861, legal system 1864, local govt 1864, army 1862-74 & education 1864) – end by highlighting the fact that these reforms resulted in increased opposition to the tsar.
3. Issue sheet How seriously was the Tsarist regime threatened by the opposition that arose during Alexander ll’s reign? Class to read and highlight the main sources of opposition to the tsar and produce a mind map to show the different groups which emerged and their different tactics.

Remind the class that A2 was assassinated in March 1881 by the People’s Will when he was on his way to sign a decree granting a limited national assembly for Russia!

Plenary:

How strong was Tsarism at the end of A2’s reign? Using the comments raised in discussion and the sheets issued – especially the conclusion in the second one the class are to write a paragraph on this for homework next lesson.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Idea of limited reform being imposed from above and resulting in more problems for leaders. October Manifesto and Dumas


	Developments during the reign of Alexander ll 

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To revise the nature of autocracy – its three props.
2. To understand the impact of Alexander ll’s rule on this period.
Oxley : pp23-25

pp33-37
	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets

- How seriously was the Tsarist regime threatened by the opposition that arose during Alexander ll’s reign?

	Lesson No. 
	2
	Activities
Starter: Quick recap on the nature of A2’s death and the impact this might have on the rule of his successor.
Main: 

1. Issue sheet – The situation facing Alexander lll in 1881.

Read through and highlight this sheet – it contains really useful comparisons between the 2 Tsars and should get the class thinking in the right kind of way to write successful essays.

2. Issue sheets – The New Conservatism and the sheets from Bromley on minorities.

Students are to work on a set of revision notes on the main aspects of Alexander lll’s reign under the following headings :- The safeguard system 

                                  Land captains

                                  Russification (focus on Poles,
                                    Finns & Jews)

                                   Okhrana

                                    Reforms

This should be completed for homework for next lesson.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Compare the nature of repression and the A3 with that of Communist leaders – e.g. in their agricultural and industrial policies. 



	Alexander lll 1881-1894 – the return to repression
1. To understand the motives behind A3’s policies.

2. To learn what these policies were.
Oxley : pp43-46
            pp49-51


	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
The situation facing Alexander lll in 1881.

The New Conservatism Sheets from Bromley on minorities.


	Lesson No. 
	3
	Activities
Starter: Quick recap on the nature of A3’s rule. Purpose of today’s lesson is to decide whether this is justified and what impact Pobedonostev had on the future of Tsarism. 
Main: 

1. Issue the sheet- Pobedonostev an unintentional destroyer of Tsarism. Students are to read and highlight this sheet picking out examples of laws and attitudes which sought to bolster A3’s autocratic rule. 

2. Referring to the work already done on agriculture and industry the class should discuss why these repressive policies created a problem for the regime. Was A3’s reign a lost opportunity? What problems did they create?


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Compare the policies of Pobedonostev and other tsarist advisers – e.g. Witte , Stolypin.

	Role of Pobedonostev in the fall of Tsarism
Oxley : p49–51.

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1.     To understand why the policies of Pobedonostev created long term problems for Tsarism. 

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets Pobedonostev an unintentional destroyer of tsarism.

	Lesson No.
	4
	Activities

Starter:
Introduce Nicholas ll as the last Tsar and “simply not up to the job” E Acton. Teacher exposition of the main events in his reign – RJ War, 1905 Revolution, Dumas, WW1 – abdication.
Issue Nicholas ll – an overview – students to make a list of the problems N2 faced and the ways in which he was similar to his predecessors.
Main

1. Issue sheet – The Russo-Japanese War 1904-05 Read through this with the class – students need to note the main events of the war and make brief notes on the events of Bloody Sunday – its causes and consequences.

2. Issue sheet – How well suited was the new Tsar to tackle the problems that confronted Russia in the 1890’s? and complete the activity.

3. Issue sheet “How did the government survive the 1905 Revolution?” Students to answer the 2 questions on the Dumas for homework.

H/W – Read sheet on Dumas and answer questions.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· The role of War in bringing about change in this period of Russian History.



	The early years of Nicholas ll’s reign – how he tried to hold on to his autocratic power. 
Oxley : pp57– 69
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To understand the impact of N2’s personality on the decline of tsarism.

2. To understand the causes of the 1905 revolution and the impact of the way the govt responded to this.
3. To complete the impact of this war on Russia with the Crimean War.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:
The Russo-Japanese War 1904-05

How well suited was the new Tsar to tackle the problems that confronted Russia in the 1890’s?

How did the government survive the 1905 Revolution?

Dumas sheet

	Lesson No. 
	5
	Activities
Starter:
Go over the questions set for homework on the Dumas and introduce the idea that a political solution was not the only required to deal with the crisis of 1905.
Main:

1. Issue sheet Stolypin and repression. Read and discuss.

2. Refer to Oxley p72-75 – the students need to know the state of Russia going into WW1 and this section covers this very well – in particular you need to focus on industrial devpts and the harsh way the govt dealt with industrial unrest. Using this sheet and the work already completed on agriculture and industry students are to write a few paragraphs on the state of the Romanov dynasty in 1914 – was its fail inevitable?

3. Issue sheet The First World War – students are to work out a timeline of the major events of the war which helped bring about the fall of the Romanov dynasty.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Role of war
· Comparison of the 3 tsars and their effectiveness as rulers.

	The problems faced by Nicholas ll at the end of his reign
Oxley : pp70-75.
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To understand the policies of Stolypin.
2. To understand how the state of the Romanov dynasty at the start of WW1.
3. To understand how WW1 was the trigger of the fall of the Tsar.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:
- Info on Stolypin and repression from last lesson.

- The First World War


	Lesson No. 
	6
	Activities
Starter:
Check understanding of key terms- Abdication, Revolution, Coup d’etat.

Main: Timeline of events

1. Discuss differences between major change and turning points in the course so far? Many claim that 1917 was a turning point in the history of Russia and the 20th century.

2. Recap Russia’s record in WW1 and N2’s poor leadership – trigger to the first revolution in 1917.
3. Issue sheet “Ten days that shook the world” – stress the difference between the 2 revolutions that year. (The students did quite a bit of work on this in June/July) so should have a basic understanding of events.

4. Read through and discuss the differences between the main opposition groups – focussing especially on the Social Democrats.

5. Read through and discuss the key events of 1917 – students to write a detailed answer to question 1 on the sheet.

Plenary: Was the Bolshevik seizure of power a revolution or a coup d’etat.

Homework – due to pressure of time there is very little on the Prov Govt – so students could analyse the mistakes made by the Provisional Govt in more detail.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Compare the Bolsheviks to other opposition parties – why were they more successful?
· Pull together the variety of reasons for the events of 1917 – long and medium term as well as triggers.
· The role of war in bringing about change in this period.


	The events of 1917
Oxley : p91-111.
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1.     To understand why             there were 2 revolutions in Russia in 1917?
2. To understand how the olsheviks were the opposition party to seize power in November 1917.
3. To understand the nature of the Boshevik seizure of power.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:
- “Ten days that shook the world” 


	Lesson No.
	7
	Activities

Starter:
Class brainstorm on the problems faced by the Bosheviks immediately on gaining power.
Main:

1. There’s a lot to do in this lesson – Sovnarkom, Civil War, use of terror Cheka and Red Army, Brest Litovsk

2. The handout – How did Lenin stay in power after October 1917? Covers this well as does Oxley. Probably the most time efficient way to approach this is a teacher led exposition through the main events with students supplementing these skeleton ideas by making their own notes for homework.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Refer to War Communism and NEP-policies.

	The establishment of Boshevik power
Oxley : 113-126.
	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To understand how the Bolsheviks established their rule throughout the Russian Empire/Soviet Union.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:
-3 sheets on Lenin and Bosheviks


	Lesson No. 
	8
	Activities
Starter:
Explain that Lenin’s death led to a power struggle in the Soviet union with Stalin emerging victorious using some underhand tactics. His ideas on how The Soviet Union should develop in the future were summarised by the expression “Socialism in one country”. Use the sheet – What were the main features of “Stalinism”? to help the students write a definition of this in their exercise books.

Main:

1. Read through the section on the “Stalinist” state and discuss means by which Stalin controlled the Soviet Union in the early part of his rule. Students need to make brief notes on each of the four areas in particular focussing on areas of similarity and difference between Stalin and previous rulers.

2. Remind students of the work they have already done on agriculture and industry – The Five Year Plans and Collectivisation and issue sheet – Political factors. – students are to work in pairs and read through this sheet and list the political motives and consequences of Collectivisation and the Five Year plans. Students are to report back to the class in order to produce a definitive list of the political motives and consequences of these policies.
Plenary:

Did these policies strengthen the position of Stalin?


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Refer to work already done on agriculture and industry.
· Nature of Stalin’s control compared to other rulers.

	Stalin and Socialism in one country

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To appreciate the political motives behind Stalin’s domestic policies.
2. To assess the effectiveness of these policies and analyse the similarities and differences compared with other rulers studies so far.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
-What were the main features of “Stalanism”.
-Political factors

-Stalinist state – but probably won’t need this – useful reference for students.

	Lesson No. 
	9
	Activities
Starter:

Check understanding of the word Purge. Quick Q & A on examples of previous rulers dealing with potential opposition to their power.
Main:

1. Issue sheet Why did Stalin carry out far-reaching political purges in the 1930’s? Students are to read through this and answer the 3 questions on the sheet.

2. Brief teacher exposition on USSR and WW2 (Great Patriotic War) – how they got involved, the nature of the fighting and the fact that this is the only victory for Russia/USSR in this period.
3. Issue sheet Late Stalinism. Students are to read through this and write a few paragraphs on how Stalin strengthened the control of the party after the Great Patriotic War.
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
Scale and scope of repression under Stalin


	The Purges and High Stalianism
Oxley :p190-203

            P250-253.

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To understand why the Purges happened.
2. To understand the scale and scope of the purges.

3. To understand Stalin’s policies after the GPW.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:
-Why did Stalin carry out far-reaching political purges in the 1930’s?

-Late Stalinism



	Lesson No. 
	10
	Activities
Starter:
Read brief description of Stalin’s death – Oxley p253.

Explain that the nest leader of USSR, after a short power struggle was Nikita Khrushchev.

Main:

1. Read Oxley p258-259 – De-stalinisation Students are to make notes on the content of the speech and the aftermath of this speech – positive and negative for USSR.
2. Issue How successful was Khrushchev as Soviet leader? Students are to read this and use the work already done on agriculture and industry to complete the tasks on the mind map on the last page. They are also to write a paragraph on how much the government of USSR had changed under Khrushchev. 

This is to be finished for homework.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Compare the reforem of Khrushchev with those of previous rulers of Russia.

	Political developments under Khrushchev
Oxley : p257-271

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1. To understand why Khrushchev denounced Stalin.
2. To understand the impact of Khrushchev’s policies.

3. To analyse the nature of Russian government at the end of the period.
	
	

	
	
	Resources
-How successful was Khrushchev as Soviet leader?

	Lesson No. 
	11
	Activities
Starter: 
Explain that revision of how Russia was governed in this period will include references to the issues studied under agri and industry.
Main:

1. Issue hand out on Russian dictatorship and discuss.

2. In pairs students to complete a mind map focussing on the sims and differences between the way Russia was governed during this period. The hand out should act as a prompt and students can, of course, refer to their notes. You could give students the following headings:- Style of government, Attitude to religion, Attitude to minorities, Reform, modernisation, repression.

Issue JP’s master as a check list for students.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Work on Industry and agriculture

	Essay planning 

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To consolidate overview of how Russia was governed during this period.
2. To develop an awareness of the areas of similarity and difference between the 2 regimes and an understanding of why these existed.

3. To gain a greater understanding of the types of essay questions asked on this theme.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
-Russian dictatorship

-Russian dictatorship – similarities and differences

-Government lecture notes

-Sample essay 

	Lesson No. 
	12
	Activities
Main:

Issue lecture notes and discuss the three types of question on the key issues sheet set for this topic. You could issue the sample essay for the first question and discuss a plan for the second* - which is then to be prepared as a timed essay for the next lesson or could be set as part of a weekend homework when the 

students write 2 essays back to back.

*“The Communist rulers were  effective autocrats;  the tsars were not” How far do you agree with this view of Russian government in the period 1855-1964?

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels


	Overview and essay writing

	
	

	 Lesson Aims

	
	

	
	
	Resources
-Government lecture notes

-Sample essay


	Lesson No. 
	13
	Activities
Main:
Read and discuss sample essay on who was Russia’s most successful rule.

Students to refer to the analysis sheets they have completed on each ruler during this theme to assist in this discussion. Students could discuss this in pairs first then report back to the whole class.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels


	Overview and essay writing

	
	

	Lesson Aims


	
	

	
	
	Resources


	Lesson No. 
	14
	Activities
Main:

Students are to plan an essay:- Who was the most successful ruler of Russia in the period 1855-9164?

This is to be completed as part of a back to back essay writing homework. One of the essays is to be marked by the non-Russia specialist. 
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels


	Overview and essay writing

	
	

	Lesson Aims


	
	

	
	
	Resources
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