	Opposition
1855 – 1964



	Lesson No.
	1
	Activities

Starter: 
Discussion of how groups opposed to the policies of a democratic govt can express their discontent. Modern examples of opposition groups in a one party state/repressive regime – Burma/Apartheid South Africa.
Main:

1. Teacher led exposition on the nature of opposition during this period. Students have covered this detail when studying the earlier themes but it is a good idea to bring all this together before planning essays.

Aspects to cover for both Tsars and Communists 

Which groups opposed – when and why?

Effectiveness of opposition groups?

When was opposition most effective? (This will be covered in more detail in lesson three).
	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Refer to notes completed on other themes.


	Teacher led exposition on opposition groups during this period

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To gain an overview of the opposition which took place during this period?
2. To begin to understand why opposition to the Tsars was more effective. 

	
	

	
	
	Resources


	Lesson No. 
	2
	Activities
Starter:
Brief class discussion on what makes an effective opposition group.

Main: 

1. Read the sheet on Marx ideas and discuss.

2. Read through the sheet which explains the emergence of the Bolshevik party in the Russian Empire.

3. Discussion with students on what they know already about the Bolsheviks and how they seized power – students to make notes during this discussion.
 Plenary:

Were the Bolsheviks an effective opposition group?

What were their particular strengths?

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· Long term impact of Marx’ ideas – links to Cold War course. 


	The ideas of Karl Marx and their influence on opposition groups
1. To gain a greater understanding of the ideas of Karl Marx and their influence on the history of this period.
2. To understand the nature of the Bolshevik party.

	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets:-
Marx’ ideas

Emergence of Bolshevik paty


	Lesson No. 
	3
	Activities
Starter: 
Write essay title on the board and ask students to write down their ideas on how to answer this question in their exercise book.
Main:

1. Issue Acton lecture notes – why were the opponents of the Tsars from 1855 ultimately more successful than those who opposed the Communist regime after 1917?
2. Read through and discuss – did the students have any different ideas in their notes. Explain that this is quite a common question on this theme and that they will have to write a timed essay on this in their next lesson. You can give them more detailed help on this – but students should be able to plan essays more independently by this stage of the course.

3. Issue sample essay on Why was opposition to that state rarely successful in the period 1855-1956? And explain that this is another common question and that this is a very useful essay to learn.

Homework -  prepare for a timed essay on the following question:- Explain why the opponents of the Tsars from 1855-1917 were more successful than those who opposed the communist regime from 1917-1964.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Links to other themes.

	Why were the opponents of the Tsars from 1855 ultimately more successful than those who opposed the Communist regime?

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1.     To gain a good understanding of the reasons behind the lack of success of opposition during this period to write a detailed essay.
2.  To deal successfully with two types of essay questions on this theme.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Sheets 
Why were the opponents of the Tsars from 1855 ultimately more successful than those who opposed the Communist regime after 1917?

Why was opposition to the state rarely successful in the period 1855-1956?

	Lesson No.
	4
	Activities

Starter:
Students to write the essay:-
Explain why the opponents of the Tsars from 1855-1917 were more successful than those who opposed the Communist regime from 1917-1964.

Main:

1. In pairs students to plan the essay:- “Alexander lll was more successful at dealing with opposition than any other ruler of Russia in the period 1855-1964.” How far do you agree with this view?

2. Students to discuss their plans with another pair and then report back to the group.

3. The class to develop its own plan for this essay which could then be set for homework.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels



	Essay Writing.

	
	

	Lesson Aims


	
	

	
	
	Resources
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