'Preparation for war was the most important reason why the rulers of Russia introduced reforms.' How far do you agree with this view of Russia in the period from 1855 to 1956?

In the 1930s Stalin argued that ‘old Russia was ceaselessly beaten’. He used this to justify the demanding targets of his Five Year Plans by stating, ‘we are 50 or 100 years behind the advanced countries. We must make good this lag in ten years. Either we do it or they crush us.’ Whether preparation for war was the most important reason why the rulers of Russia introduced reforms will be discussed in this essay.

First paragraph – Agree with assertion

Use – 
Witte’s Great Spurt


Stalin’s Five Year Plans

Second – explain how it was often the consequences of war that led the rulers to reform
Use – 
Crimea – AII and emancipation


Russo-Japanese War – NII and October Manifesto

(make point that often this was tied in to a more general need to modernize and catch up with the west)

Third – explain how rulers often reformed because of the legacy of their predecessor

(this often also ties in with the need to modernize socially, economically or politically)

Use – 
Alexander II and / or Alexander III


Provisional Government


Lenin


Khrushchev

Fourth – explain how the existence or growth of opposition often led rulers into reform

Use – 
Slavophiles and westernisers (also ties in with modernization) in reign of AII

1905 Revolution

Lenin, Kronstadt and the NEP
Conclusion

Suggest that the underpinning factor that led to rulers reforming was Russian backwardness. This led to defeats in war which caused some reforms and created the need for others in order to do better in the future.
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