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Theme One – Government
	Exam Season
	Question

	June 02
	How far do you agree that a study of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956 suggests that Russia did little more than exchange Romanov Tsars for Red Tsars after 1917 ?

	June 03
	How far does a study of the period 1855 to 1956 suggest that, following the revolutions of 1917, the Russian people simply exchanged one form of authoritarianism for another?

	Jan 04
	How different socially and economically was tsarist Russia (1855 to 1917) from Communist Russia (1918 to 1956) ?

	June 04
	How far do you agree that a study of Russian government in the period from 1855 to 1956 suggests that the Communists were more authoritarian and repressive than the Romanov Tsars ?

	Jan 05
	“The problems of governing Russia were addressed in the same ways by both the Tsarist and Communist rulers in the period 1855 to 1956.” 

How far do you agree with this point of view ? 

	June 05
	“There was more continuity than change in the ways in which Russia was ruled in the period from 1855 to 1956”
To what extent do you agree with this view ?

	Jan 06
	How far do you agree that a study of Russian governments in the period from 1855 to 1956 suggests that Russia simply exchanged on form of autocracy for another ? 

	June 07
	“The Communist rulers were effective autocrats; the Tsars were not.” How far do you agree with this view of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 08
	Assess the view that in the period 1885 to 1956 the communist rulers tried to modernise Russia whereas the Tsars did not.

	Jan 10 
	How far do you agree that a study of Russian governments in the period from 1855 to 1956 suggests that Russia simply exchanged on form of autocracy for another ?


Theme Two – Repression & Reform
	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 02
	Why did the rulers of Russia so often resort to repression in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 03
	“Faced with a vast and backwards Empire, Russia’s rulers between 1855 and 1956 consistently viewed repression as their most effective tool of government.”
To what extent do you agree with this judgement ?

	Jan 04
	Lenin described the Tsarist Russian Empire as a “Prison of Peoples.” To what extent could that verdict be equally applied to Russia throughout the period 1855 to 1956 ?  

	Jan 06
	“The need to modernise their backward economy was the most important reason why the rulers of Russia introduced reform.”

How far do you agree with this view of Russian History in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 06
	“The rulers of Russia preferred repression to reform.”
How far do you agree with this view of the period 1855 to 1956 in Russian History.

	June 08
	“The need to catch up with the West was the most important reason why the rulers of Russia introduced reforms.”
How far do you agree with this view of Russia in the period 1855 to 1956 ? 

	Jan 09
	“Reluctant reformers”

How far do you agree with this view of the rulers of Russia in the period from 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 09
	Assess the view that Russia’s rulers were opposed to change during the period 1855 to 1956.

	Jan 10
	“The need to modernise their backward economy was the most important reason why the rulers of Russia introduced reform.”

How far do you agree with this view of Russian History in the period 1855 to 1956 ?


Theme Three – Opposition

	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 02
	Why were the opponents of the Tsars ultimately more successful than those who opposed the Communists regime after 1917 ?

	Jan 04
	How effective was opposition to the governments in Russia throughout the period 1855 to 1956 ? 

	Jan 05
	Explain why opposition to Russian governments was so rarely successful in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 06
	“Stalin was more effective than any other ruler of Russia in dealing with opposition”

How far do you agree ?

	June 07
	“Alexander III was more successful at dealing with opposition than any other ruler of Russia in the period 1855 to 1956.” 

How far do you agree with this view ?

	Jan 08
	Explain why the opponents of the Tsars from 1855 to 1917 were more successful than those who opposed the Communist regime from 1917 to 1956 ?

	Jan 09
	Assess the reasons why the opponents of Russian governments were rarely successful in the period 1855 to 1956.

	Jan 10
	Explain why opposition to Russian governments was so rarely successful in the period 1855 to 1956 ?


Theme Four – Agriculture
	Exam Season
	Question

	June 02
	In the period 1855 to 1956 did the Russian people receive better treatment under the Tsarist or Communist governments ?

	Jan 03
	How far did the living and working conditions of the Russian peasants remain uniformly poor through the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 04
	Examine the view that, throughout the period 1855 to 1956, Russian government regarded the peasantry more as a burden than a help to the development of the state.

	June 06
	How far do you agree that life for peasants was uniformly bleak in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 07
	Assess the view that no Russian ruler in the period 1855 to 1956 succeeded in improving the lives of the peasants.


Theme Five – Industry

	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 02
	How far do you agree that the impact of Industrialisation on Russia and its people, both before and after 1917, differed only in extent.

	Jan 03
	“Military needs were always the main reason for Russia’s economic development.” 
To what extent do you agree with this judgement ?

	June 04
	How far do you agree that the credit for industrialising Russia in the period 1881 to 1956 can ONLY be given to Stalin ?


Theme Six – Condition of the Workers

	Exam Season
	Question

	June 03
	To what extent was the working class of Russia failed more by Bolshevik than Tsarist rule between 1855 and 1956 ?

	June 05
	How far does a study of living and working conditions in the period 1855 to 1956 suggest that the Russian peoples lost more than they gained as a result of the Bolshevik seizure of power in 1917 ?

	Jan 07
	How far would you agree that the working class of Russia suffered more under Communist rule than they did under the Tsars in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 08
	To what extent was the industrial and urban working class of Russia failed more by Communist rulers than the Tsars in the period from 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 08
	Assess the view that Alexander II did more to improve living and working conditions in Russia than any other ruler in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 09
	Assess the view that the urban working classes of Russia were treated worse by their Communist rulers than by the Tsars during this period.

	June 09
	To what extent were the living and working conditions of the Russian peasants consistently miserable in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 10
	How far do you agree that the working class of Russia suffered more under Communist rule than they did under the Tsars in the period 1855 to 1956 ?


Theme Seven – Leadership

	Exam Season
	Question

	June 03
	Was Stalin the most successful ruler of Russia in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 05
	“Lenin was the ruler who did most to transform Russia in the period from 1855 to 1956.”
How far do you agree with this view ?

	Jan 10
	“Lenin was the ruler who did most to transform Russia in the period from 1855 to 1956.”

How far do you agree with this view ?


Theme Eight – Turning Points

	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 05
	How far do you agree that the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II in 1917 was the most significant turning point in the nature of Russian government in the period from 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 06
	How far do you agree that the assassination of Alexander II in 1881 was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period from 1855 to 1956 ?

	Jan 07
	How far do you agree that the fall of the Provisional Government in October 1917 was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956 ? 

	June 08
	How far do you agree that the establishment of Stalin in power was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

	June 09 
	How far do you agree that the communist takeover in 1917 was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956.

	Jan 10
	How far do you agree that the assassination of Alexander II in 1881 was the most important turning point in the development of Russian government in the period from 1855 to 1956 ?


Strange Beasts

	Exam Season
	Question

	June 02
	Trotsky described war as the “locomotive of history.” How far can it be argued that change in Russia in the period 1855 to 1956 was caused only by involvement in wars. 

	Jan 07
	How far do you agree that a study of Russia in the period 1855 to 1956 suggests that change was always imposed from above?


Past Questions


Theme by theme break down


Russian Dictatorships 1855 - 1956








These are the past questions from the old Russian dictatorships course (1855 – 1956) divided by theme. Please note that some of these are “best fit”. It is the nature of this course that some questions cross more than one theme. It is also important to understand that the different themes sometimes have very different types of questions within the themes. 





One must not question spot from this list (honestly - it really is a bad idea). All the themes must be properly prepared. 





A good way to use this booklet is to identify key terms, and be sure that you understand them. You may then like to plan essays as part of the revision process.





Finally, remember this is a knowledge-based exam. You must do the detailed learning or be found out. If you have gaps use your copy of Oxley...
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