Russian Government  and Leadership 1855 - 1964
Key Issues for Study and Examination
	Please Note

This unit of study will start by contrasting the two systems of autocracy.
It also contains issues that will be more fully or differently considered in other themes of the course. Here you are considering how to use them in a broader government essay. Elsewhere amore detailed analysis will be required.


	Tsarism

	N1: The nature of Russian autocracy in 1855.
	

	A2: 

· Strengths and achievements.

· Emancipation and lateral reforms.

· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· Post-1866 drift to reaction (was this a failure?).
· Failure to crush opposition and 1881.

	

	A3:

· Strengths and achievements.

· Crushing of opposition / effective use of repression.

· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· Long term impact of Russification and repression.
· 1891 famine.


	

	N2:

· Strengths and achievements.

· Witte System.

· Stolypin’s Reforms.
· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· Russo-Japanese War / Bloody Sunday.
· October Manifesto / Fundamental Laws.
· Rasputin.

· Conduct of the First World War and fate in 1917.

	

	The Provisional Government
	

	This unit will also consider the ideology, mistakes and fate of the Provisional Government. We will think about how to use it in our essay work.

	

	Communism

	Len:
· Strengths and achievements.

· Ruthless seizure of power and winning of the Civil War.
· NEP.
· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· 1921 famine.
· Too slow to realise the threat of Stalin (Political Will).

	

	Stal:
· Strengths and achievements.

· Massive Industrialisation and modernisation.
· Winning of the Great Patriotic War.

· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· Massive Repression - Great Terror / Show Trials / Purges / Gulags.
· 1932 – 1034 famine.
	

	Khru:
· Strengths and achievements.

· Reduced Repression.

· Non-violent deposing. 

· Weaknesses and mistakes.

· Limited economic success.
· 1964.


	

	Sample Essays
	

	To what extent is it correct to suggest that in 1917 Russia simply swapped one form of authoritarian rule for another ?

The Communist rulers were effective autocrats; the Tsars were not.” How far do you agree with this view of Russian government in the period 1855 to 1956 ?

Who was the most successful ruler of Russia in the period 1855 to 1964 ?



