Opposition  1855 - 1964
Key Issues for Study and Examination
	Please Note
This unit will start with a consideration of why the issue of opposition is so important to understanding the nature and successes of the autocratic systems that we study.
	

	Tsarism

	A2: 
· The development of the Prison of People.

· The 1891 Census.
· Polish Revolt 1963.
· The Rise of Revolutionary Opposition. 

· Moderates (esp. Populists).

· Extremists (esp. The People’s Will).

· 1881.
	

	A3:

· Impact of 1881 and Pobedonostev on Alexander III.
· Repression and Russification.
	

	N2: 

· Growth of Marxism.

· Impact of urbanisation and industrialisation. 

· Bloody Sunday.

· October Manifesto / Creation of the Duma.

· Legal opposition.
· 1917.
· Rasputin.
· Importance of the First World War.
	

	Provi Govt: 
· The failure of Liberalism and democracy to deal with the opposition that it faced.
	

	Communism

	Len: 
· Civil War.
· Whites and Allied support.

· The use of Repression - the Red Terror / Cheka etc.
	

	Stal: 
· Use of Repression to address opposition; 
· Peasant opposition to collectivisation.

· Minorities in the Great Patriotic War (esp Ukraine). 
	

	Khru: 
· 1964.
	

	This theme will close with a consideration of the reasons why opposition to the tsars was ultimately more successful than opposition to the communist rulers in the 109 year course (lecture notes from Edward Acton).
	

	Sample Essays
	

	Why were the opponents of the Tsars ultimately more successful than those who opposed the Communists regime after 1917 ?

“Alexander III was more successful at dealing with opposition than any other ruler of Russia in the period 1855 to 1956.” 

How far do you agree with this view ?



