	Repression
1855 – 1964



	Lesson No.
	1
	Activities

Starter: 
In pairs students to think of one example of repression under the Tsars and one under the Communists.
Examples to be shared with the whole class and written on the board.

Main:

1. Repression is a dominant theme throughout the whole period – c.f. agri and industrialisation policies. This lesson will focus on examples to prove this point and an assessment of when repression was most intense.

2. Issue graph to show repression already completed by a previous student. Students to add improvements/extra examples.
3. Discuss the idea that the scale and scope of repression was far greater under Stalin and brainstorm ideas as to why that was the case.
Plenary:

Start to put together a spider diagram to explain why repression was such a dominant theme in this period. This is to be finished for homework.

	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· See earlier work on agri, industry and govt.
· Is it possible to govern a country the size of Russia without using repression?

· Links to Cold War course?

· Discuss what happened to Russia post 1989


	Overview of repression 1855-1964 

	
	

	Lesson Aims
1. To develop an understanding of the role of repression in this period.
2. To learn examples of repression from each regime and an awareness of when it was most intense

3. To start to understand why repression was so important during this period.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Graph on repression

	Lesson No. 
	2
	Activities
Starter:
Recap of homework – discussion of ideas students have on why repression was such a dominant theme in this period. Write main points on board.
Main: 

1. Issue Acton lecture notes – Why did the rulers of Russia so often resort to repression in the period 1855 – 1956?
2. Read through and discuss. The spider diagram on the front is especially useful – developing examples, explanations and quotations for each of these paragraph headings is a really useful exercise.

3. The idea of legitimacy will need further discussion and explanation.

Plenary:

What was the most important reason for repression in this period?
Issue lecture notes – should Stalin be considered the true heir of the Tsars or Lenin? – Too be read at home.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels

· See earlier work on agri, industry and govt. 



	Why was repression such a dominant theme during this period?
1. To gain a full understanding of why repression was so important. the motives behind A3’s policies.

2. To understand the scale and scope of repression was worse under the Communists. 
3. To acquire an understanding of the ideas behind legitimacy.

	
	

	 
	
	

	
	
	Resources
Lecture notes – why did the rulers of Russia so often resort to repression in the period 1855-1956?

Should Stalin be considered the true heir of the Tsars or Lenin?


	Lesson No. 
	3
	Activities
Starter: 
Recap what makes a good A2 essay 
Issue/refer to the sample essays on key issues for study and examination sheet. Discuss the different types of questions which have come up in the past.

Main 

1. Issue example of essay answering the first question. Read through and discuss.

2. In pairs students are to plan the second essay – and discuss their ideas with the rest of the class.

3. The limited nature of reforms during theis period and their part in prompting opposition and subsequent repression is an important one to develop – see extract from A2 History OCR – P Flood for some ideas on this. (Book written for the old specification but still useful)
4. Class to develop an agreed essay plan and to discuss how to answer the third essay on the key issues for study and examination.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels
· Refer to essays already written on agri. Industry and govt.

	Essay Planning

	
	

	Lesson Aims

1.     To develop a greater understanding of what makes a good A2 essay. 
2.  To understand the role of reform in the use of repression.

	
	

	
	
	Resources
Essay on why repression was such a dominant theme

Extract from OCR.

	Lesson No.
	4
	Activities

Starter:
Students to write the essay:-
“Faced with a vast and backwards Empire, Russia’s rulers between 1855 and 1956 consistently viewed repression as their most effective tool of government.


	Areas of discussion  / Parallels



	Writing a timed essay.

	
	

	Lesson Aims


	
	

	
	
	Resources
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