
4.1?
Developments and Outcomes: Russian Dictatorships 1855 – 1956
The following approach to the teaching of this topic is recommended.

a) What was the situation at the beginning of the period?

b) What was the situation at the end of the period?

c) What changed and why?

d) What stayed the same and why?

This approach encourages awareness of change and continuity and concentration on relevant detail. Candidates should also be aware that many of these  turning points can be interpreted as illusory.

	
	 TURNING POINTS
	MAIN DEVELOPMENTS
	OUTCOMES

	1855 – 1881

1855

1856

1861

1860s

1866

1870s


	In this period, the Emancipation of the serfs in 1861 is arguably the most significant turning point.

Main debating point – Was Alexander II the Tsar Liberator, or was he just an ineffective reformer and an inefficient autocrat?
	
	

	
	
	Accession of Tsar Alexander II
	Replaced Nicholas I with the ‘Tsar Liberator’, ushering in a period of ‘reform from above’.

	
	
	End of Crimean War
	Defeat reinforced need for social and economic reform.

	
	
	Emancipation of the Serfs

Further reforms – i.e. the Zemstva and legal reforms
	A landmark reform, but flawed significantly – led to rising intellectual and peasant protest and necessitated further reform i.e. the Zemstva.

	
	
	Assassination attempt against Alexander II
	Marks end of the ‘great reforms’ (except military)

	
	
	Rise of opposition groups: populism, Narodniks, Land & Liberty, Black Partition & the Peoples’ Will.
	

	
	 TURNING POINTS
	MAIN DEVELOPMENTS
	OUTCOMES

	1881 – 1894

1881

1892

1894
	    I iIIIII   In this period, the Assassination of Tsar Alexander II in1881 is arguably the most significant turning point.

             Main debating point -  Was Alexander III successful in implementing reactionary policies or was his refusal to match economic change with social and political reform to be disastrous for the Romanovs?
	
	

	
	
	Accession of Tsar Alexander III
	The ‘reaction’ – influenced by Pobedonostev- and a crackdown on opponents by new secret police, the Okhrana. Harsh treatment of minority races., especially jews.

	
	
	Start of Witte’s ‘Great Spurt’ – an attempt to industrialise Russia.
	Significant industrial advance by c.1900; growth of urban proletariat in slums of major cities.

	
	
	Early death of Alexander III
	Accession of Nicholas II


	
	 TURNING POINTS
	MAIN DEVELOPMENTS
	OUTCOMES

	1894 – 1917

1894

1895

1898

1901

1904 – 1905

1905

1905

1906 & 1907

1906 - 1911

c.1905 - 1916

1914 – 1918

1917

1917
	In this period, involvement in the First World War from 1914 is arguably the most significant turning point.

Main debating point -  Was the overthrow of the Romanov regime inevitable or was Nicholas II doomed by the consequences of involvement in the First World War?
	Accession of Tsar Nicholas II

‘Senseless dreams’ speech

Formation of Social Democrat Party

Formation of Social Revolutionaries

Russo – Japanese War

Bloody Sunday 

October Manifesto

First two Dumas shut down within months

Stolypin as Prime Minister (assassinated in 1911)

Influence of Rasputin

              First World War

              February (March) Revolution
	Ultimately, the end of the Romanov dynasty.

Set autocratic tone for his reign.

First major Marxist party in Russia – split into Bolsheviks & Mensheviks in 1903

Contributed to growing tide of opposition

Humiliating defeat & 1905 Revolution

1905 Revolution

1905      Established a constitution and the Duma; enabled Nicholas to divide his opponents & survive the 1905 revolution.

Changes to electoral law – rigging of far more compliant 3rd & 4th Dumas

Reforms in countryside in attempt to stabilise the regime; crackdown on opposition – the ‘Stolypin necktie’.

Many amongst elite lost respect for Romanovs, but Rasputin also acted as a scapegoat for the regime’s failings until his murder in 1916.

              Russia’s involvement had disastrous military, economic and social consequences and played a significant role in the fall of the Romanov regime.

              Abdication of Nicholas II and ending of the dynasty; the ‘dual power’ – the Provisional Govt. & the Soviet.


	
	 TURNING POINTS
	MAIN DEVELOPMENTS
	OUTCOMES

	1917 - 1924

1917 

1918 – 20

1918 - 21

1921

1921

1922

1924

1924
	In this period, the October Revolution is arguably the most significant turning point. 

Main debating point -  Did Lenin become a dictator because of circumstances or from choice?
	The October (November) Revolution

Russian Civil War

War Communism

The Kronstadt Revolt

The New Economic Policy (NEP)

Lenin’s first stroke

              Lenin’s death
	Brought the Bolsheviks to power; destroyed possibility that more constitutional developments from 1905 might lead to constitutional democracy.

Early reforms such as Decrees on Peace, Land & Nationalities.

Massive economic disruption; victory for Reds organised by Trotsky; brutal ‘Red Terror’ imposed by the Cheka.

Harsh economic policy involving grain requisition from peasants; famine by 1921

Crushed by Red Army; the ‘flash of lightning’ for Lenin

Partial return of capitalism.

Lenin became increasingly unable to govern

              Power struggle between leading communists. 


	
	 TURNING POINTS
	MAIN DEVELOPMENTS
	OUTCOMES

	1924 - 1956

1928 - 1953

1928

1929

1934

1936 - 37

1940

1941 - 45

1945 – 53

1953

1956

1956
	In this period, Stalin’s victory in the power struggle by 1928 is arguably the most significant turning point.

Main debating point -  Did Stalin represent continuity with Lenin, or did he distort communism?
	Power struggle

Stalin in power

The Five Year Plan

Collectivisation

Kirov’s murder and the start of the Purges

Show Trials

Murder of Trotsky

The Great Patriotic War

Stalin re-imposes Five Year Plans, collectivisation and purges.

Stalin’s death.

              Khrushchev in power.
	By 1928, Stalin had defeated all his rivals and was securely in power. Some historians believe that Lenin’s death led to the perversion of the revolution by an evil Stalin; others see significant continuity between Lenin & Stalin’s policies.

Abandonment of NEP; swift industrialisation.

Collective farms; brutality in countryside; famine by 1932-33.

Execution of real and potential opponents; massive expansion of gulags.

Public trials, confessions and executions of leading communists.

Last surviving member of Lenin’s Politburo killed.

Invasion by Nazi Germany; massive suffering; eventual victory for USSR and allies.

Considerable economic achievement at a considerable human price.

Power struggle.

             ‘Secret speech’ denouncing Stalin.


