[image: image1.bmp]
APPRENTICESHIPS
The National Apprenticeship site has closed.  If you are looking for any type of apprenticeship you should now go to:

www.gov.uk 

Enter “apprenticeship” in the search bar and then click on “Create an account”.  Once you have done that you will be sent an activation code to the email address that you have used.  This site is a live site and compatible with IPads, IPhones etc it is a site that you need to access daily if you are seriously looking for any type of apprenticeship. It is quite an easy web site to use and does allow you to limit your search by distance, level of apprenticeship, job sector etc.  If anyone needs help with using the site, please do come and see me in the careers office.
NETWORK RAIL APPRENTICESHIPS

There are over 40+ vacancies based between Reading and Swindon currently live hopefully to be filled by September 2015.  They are looking for ambitious people who have at least four GCSEs grade A*- C, these must include English, Maths and Science, and they’ll also accept a relevant BTEC /NVQ level 2 and above to replace Science or Engineering.  On top of this great opportunity many of these apprenticeships progress and offer continuous development after completion of the 3 year scheme into HNC, foundation degree, BEng, MSC and CEng.  An alternative route into a University education that some students will benefit from.  I have attached some very useful information which they have provided , application is online at:

www.networkrail.co.uk/apprenticeships
SCHOOL LEAVER PROGRAMME

On the 15th January Mondelez International are hosting a “Google Hangout” with some of the current school leavers they have employed.  This is a chance to hear from last year’s starters on what they do in their day to day roles, their tips for the application process and what made them decide to join a School Leaver Programme rather than University.  The video will broadcast from 11am and last 35 minutes at www.mdlzearlycareers.co.uk/our-events  this video will be uploaded to YouTube afterwards.  This particular  clip covers the commercial and engineering sector of their business but this company has many other sectors who also recruit school leavers, for example Science Technicians at the RSSL in Reading.
BBC WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAMME

This programme opens on the 16th Ferbruary.  The BBC run four Work Experience programmes throughout the year each lasting two weeks.  This is very competitive and popular so if you are interested in applying please do a little research now.  Applications for placements in April, May and June are online and all open on the 16th February. For more details please refer to: 

 www.bbc.co.uk/careers/work-experience
APPRENTICESHIPS AT PINEWOOD STUDIOS

The legendary Pinewood Studios have apprenticeship vacancies in creative, digital, plumbing, carpentry and electrical.  The deadline for the online application is the 14th January.  For more details please refer to their website:

www.careers.pinewoodgroup.com/uk/apprenticeship
SPONSORED DEGREE PROGRAMME AT CGI

CGI is the world’s fifth largest IT Services Company and offers a starting salary of £13,000 as well as the opportunity to obtain a Business or IT degree with all tuition fees paid. The programme is delivered in partnership with Winchester University, lasts 3 years and guarantees a full time job with CGI on graduation.  Successful candidates will spend one day a week on campus studying towards a BA (hons) Business Management for IT or a BSc (Hons) Information Systems Management.  The remaining four days will be spent working at either Reading or Leatherhead.  As part of the programme students will also gain a Higher Apprenticeship accredited by QA.  This is independent of UCAS so students can in addition apply to University via UCAS.  Application is via the CGI website, and the deadline is the end of January.
www.cgi-group.co.uk/careers
CGI Requirements

· 300 UCAS points across three A-Levels at grade C or above

· A minimum of 5 A*-C GCSEs including English and Maths

· The confidence and resilience to work and study at the same time

HIGHER IT APPRENTICESHIP AT CGI
This is a 24 month programme which offers students a permanent full time employment contract, structured training, hands-on learning with support. This would suit a practical learner interested in Software Development or Cyber Security. Application is online at www.cgi-group.co.uk/careers
XTRAC – ADVANCED ENGINEERING APPRENTICESHIPS 2015

This apprenticeship programme is for 16-21 year olds and follows the EMTA approved Advanced Apprenticeship in Mechanical Engineering.  It combines paid on the job training with local college attendance and lasts for three to four years. The qualification at the end of this is the Edexcel BTEC National Diploma in Mechanical Engineering.  There may be the possibility of working towards additional higher qualifications.  Students must have four GCSE passes at Grade C and above which must include: Maths, English, Physics, Chemistry, Technologies, Engineering, Graphics or Resistant Materials. 
A mechanical bias is a real advantage, as is an interest in motorsport and practical experience of cars/motorsport, which may be gained from work experience.  Applications are on line and are now open, for details please go to: www.xtrac.com
And visit the “Work for us” section.  The closing date is 7th March 2015

CAREER IN BUSINESS & FINANCE

Applications for the Ernst & Young 2015 schools programmes are now open!  For full details of all the programmes that they are running please refer to: www.ukcareerguide.ey.com/schools
2015 US UNIVERSITY PROGRAMME NOW OPEN

The Sutton Trust US programme gives bright, state school students the chance to win a scholarship to study in America.  Last year 38 UK students achieved places at top American Universities, most of which are the first in their family to attend university and are from low income households.  To apply or to find out more information please refer to:

www.us.suttontrust.com
OPEN DAYS

Reading College (Kings Road Campus) is hosting two open events shortly on the following dates:

Wednesday 11th February 5pm – 7.30pm

Saturday 7th March 9.30am – 12.30pm

For full details please refer to: www.reading-college.ac.uk/events
TRAINEESHIP EVENT
Chiltern Training is holding a traineeship morning on the 14th January at 10am.  The morning will provide information on exactly what a traineeship is and how it can help students get ready for the world of work and improve their chances of getting an Apprenticeship or other job.  If you would like to attend please come and see me.  If you would prefer to talk to someone from Chiltern Training in school l can arrange that but please come and see me in the Careers office or send me an email.

Mrs Coneley & Mrs Wooller 
LHS Careers Events


8th Jan Y10 Stem Based Activity Day


13th Jan Y10 Stem based trip to Oxford University


15th Jan Y11 Employability Day 


10th Feb 5pm – 7pm Y8 & Y9 Options Evening 


10th Feb Y12 & Y13 Trip to Guardian Head Office Newsroom 


6th March – Y9 Visit to GallifordTry


11th March 6pm – 8.30pm Careers & HE Evening Fair  











