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HEAP ON LINE  ( REMINDER)

HEAP is a book which is” The essential guide to winning your place at university” This is now available to LHS students on line. Simply go to: www.heaponline.co.uk
Click Login at the top of the page and sign up with access code:  JSCOKTIQ 
There is a box in the middle of the page asking for this code, you will then be emailed your own individual code which you should make a note of.This site enables students to:

· Use UCAS prediction points to search for courses and filter results

· Access unique and invaluable advice to help make their application successful

· Search by location, courses or university in an interactive way

· Save searches online and access them again at any time.

A hard copy of this book is available in the Careers Office or Sixth Form Office.  If you have any problems with this site please let me know asap.

BRITISH INTELLIGENCE HIGHER APPRENTICESHIP
IT, SOFTWARE, INTERNET & TELECOMS

The successful applicant will work at the heart of British Intelligence working on some of the world’s most sophisticated technical systems and equipment helping to protect the UK against cyber threats, terrorism, espionage and organised crime.  This placement is in Cheltenham and begins in September 2016.  It offers a mix of classroom learning and practical experience, including research, development and project work.  You will take on real business challenges stretching and developing your expertise in areas such as cyber security, engineering, signal processing and telecoms.  In the second year there is the opportunity to work in London at MI5 or 
MI6.  On completion you will have a Foundation Degree in Communications, Security and Computing (with the option of converting to a BSc at a later stage) and a Level 4 Diploma in IT Professional Competence.
The successful applicant will have a strong interest in programming and technology and will either have or expect to have three A-levels at grade C or above including at least two in Science, Technology, Engineering or Maths related subjects.  To find out more please refer to: www.mi5.gov.uk/careers
DELOITTE – ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION
Deloitte is one of the largest financial advisory networks in the world, they deal with tax, audit, consulting, corporate finance and technology. They employ over 14,500 people and have an office base in Reading.  This competition is open to students in Years 11, 12 & 13 only and the prizes are:
· £300 to the winner

· £100 to the two runner ups

· 3 work experience placements in audit – which will provide an insight into the world of business and job shadowing

· Top entrants will be invited to an award ceremony and dinner at the Reading office.

Deloitte are interested in hearing your thoughts on some big issues which affect businesses today so you are invited to write an essay between 1,000 – 2,500 words on one of the titles below:

· Does the increasingly global nature of business mean that all organisations need to change their strategies significantly to achieve higher profits?

· What impact does tax avoidance have on the reputation of global firms, and do businesses have a responsibility to ensure they pay the correct level of tax?

· The rate of unemployment amongst young people aged 16 – 24 is 14.4%, compared with 5.7% across the total working population. What should be done to address this problem?

· Or a topic of your choice exploring an element of business, economics or finance that interests you

The deadline for this competition is Tuesday 1st March 2016. The entry form and rules are available from the careers office or you can email zdexter@deloitte.co.uk for more information. Good luck!!

EY INSIGHT OPEN EVENINGS

If you are interested in a career in business and in Years 12 or 13 then why not pop along to an open evening at the EY reading office on 16 November.  This evening will help you find out about what working in this sector entails. Registration is essential: www.ukcareers.ey.com/schools/programmes/ey-insight
EY SCHOOL LEAVER PROGRAMME – APPLICATIONS OPEN!
This is a full time job with competitive salary, independence and responsibility without going to University. This is an alternative route to University that can lead to the same professional qualification that you would get as a graduate.  This is a five year training programme which allows you to gain valuable experience, earn a salary and builds lasting networks.  

EY ADVISORY SCHOLARSHIP – OPEN UNTIL 30 NOVEMBER  
Students can apply for this scholarship if they know that want to go to university and also want paid work experience in the EY Advisory service line throughout their studies.  This will provide invaluable experience and help them to stand out and propel their business career forward. This is open to anyone studying A-Levels and it does not matter which university or degree which has been applied for.  This scheme provides three paid placements, one before starting university and one in the first and second year at university.
For more information on any of the above and to register please refer to: www.eycom/UK/en/Careers/Students/Schools
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES IN UNDERWATER TECHNOLOGY AND SCIENCE

On Friday 4 December at the National Maritime Museum in Greenwich there is a free SUT Christmas lecture day from 10:30- 15:30 this is suitable for KS4 and post 16 students to explore the wide range of extreme and varied underwater career opportunities in Britain. Subjects discussed include:

· The marine environment

· Renewable energy from our seas

· Animals of our seas

· Deepwater oil and gas production

· How we can recycle old oil production platforms?

· Can even lawyers find work in marine science?   

Places are limited but tickets are free, please contact: bookings@nmm.ac.uk
3aaa APPRENTICESHIP ADVICE DROP IN SESSIONS

3aaa offer a range of Advanced and Higher apprenticeships for 16- 18 year olds who are interested in Information Technology, Web and Social Media.  If you would like some advice and information, students and parents are welcome to attend on Wednesday 25th November from 10:00 – 12:00 and 15:00 – 18:00 at the Reading branch – Aspire, Achieve, Advance, 300 Kings Road RG1 4HP

MONTESSORI CENTRE INTERNATIONAL OPEN DAY (Learn, teach inspire)
On Saturday 14 November the MCI are holding an open day from 10:30 and will run presentations introducing the Montessori method of education, the training opportunities provided and show the Virtual Learning Environment in action. Students will have the chance to meet current students, teachers and directors of studies in an informal environment.  If you would like to book a place please email Sameena@montessori.org.uk
JOURNALISM

The Press Gazette’s guide to journalism training for 2015 is available in the careers library this is an essential reading for anyone keen on a career in this sector.  Please do pop up if you would like to borrow this magazine.  

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP APPRENTICE PROGRAMEE

Volkswagen Group are looking for the best and brightest students in UK to join their apprenticeship training programme. Roles available are: Service technician, Parts Advisor, Service Advisor, Paint Technician, Panel Technician or Mechanical, Electrical and Trim Technician. The VW group will be at the UK Skills Show this year (19-21 November 2015) at stands H20-105.  On these stands you can find out more about their training programmes from the specialist teams and also “have a go” at the interactive activities.

For more information about the Volkswagen Group Apprenticeship Programme please call: 0870 013 0325 or email: vwg.apprenticeshipprogramme@babcockinternational.com
INTERNSHIP IN BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, CUSTOMER SERVICE & ACCOUNTANCY WITH KAPLAN

If you are aged between 16-24 and looking to gain valuable work experience a Kaplan internship can help.  They have developed specialised internships in the above arears that combine up to 6 weeks real work experience with study towards a relevant qualification. During the internship students will pick up valuable workplace skills to help make students more employable, adding to your CV and developing your interview technique.  At the end of this period their employment coaches will help you to the next step, whether that is further education, employment or an apprenticeship. For more details please refer to; www.kaplanapprenticeships.co.uk/internshIps or call 0151 202 0531 
NURSING
Oxford University Hospital NHS Trust are hosting an open evening for sixth formers at the John Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford.  It will be from 2pm – 6pm on Monday 23rd November.  More information about this event will follow next week.
MEDICAL

Students interested in medicine and applying to medical school may find the following links useful from the Medical Portal. They cover “Medical School Interview Tips- 10 Don’ts!”  www.themedicportal.com/10-medical-scghool-interview-mistakes/
and “Mini Medic Madness – Part 4”  The last hurdle when you have to meet the people at the medical schools: www.themedicportal.com/mini-medic-madness-part-4-the-last-hurdle
THE PREMED COURSE

· If you are considering a career in medicine this course may be of interest, it is run by doctors for future doctors and covers:
· Medical School Applications & Interviews

· Medical School Curriculum & Medical Careers

· Practical Workshops: Suturing, X-Rays & ECGs

· Communication Skills and Life Support Practice

This is happening on Saturday 12 December at the Imperial College London SW7 2AZ and costs £99 which includes lunch and refreshments.

This course will provide students with expert and independent medical careers advice.  If you are interested and would like more information please refer to: www.premed.org.uk  or telephone: 07005 947616

CAREER IN BUSINESS
Students interested in starting a career in business straight from school should be aware that a very prestigious firm called KPMG offer a very good school leaver programme. This programme enables students to develop valuable skills, work towards professional qualifications, start a career and earn up to £21.5k (in London) KPMG are inviting students with their parents to find out more about this fantastic opportunity, gain invaluable knowledge into the recruitment process , mingle with some current school leaver trainees during an upcoming open evening.  The one in Reading is on Monday 16th November from 4pm – 6pm.  To book a place please email kpmgopenevening@kpmg.co.uk
LEGAL OPPORTUNITIES
Leading commercial law firm Pinsent Masons are offering a unique gap placement programme which lasts from 8 to12 months.  This will enable applicants to get a real insight into the day to day life of a leading law firm, help to develop commercial awareness and also to make their CV stand out from the crowd.  Entry requirements are ABB at A Level, the deadline is Friday 20th November and the placement begins in September 2016.  For more information please visit: www.pinsentmasons.com
             CAREER IN AVIATION
Europe’s largest independent flight training exhibition is happening at London Heathrow Sofitel T5 on Saturday 7 November 10:00 – 16:30.  Most major airlines will be present, there will be presentations, seminars and lots of information and guidance available to help students to find out about the amazing opportunities that this industry offers.  Booking a place is essential: www.pilotcareernews.com/live
WORKSHOP CONFERENCES
Various workshop conferences called “Exploring” are going to be running in December at the University of Nottingham, they include:
Psychology, Physiotherapy, Chemistry, Dentistry, and Criminal law.  This university is also hosting in December the Med link Campus which is a free event for students considering medicine as a career along with a residential conference for students considering career as a vet. If you would like to talk to someone about any of these opportunities please call: 001509 233133 between 9am – 5pm Monday to Friday Places need to be booked on line at: www.workshop-uk.net
READING COLLEGE TASTER SESSIONS

Reading College are having an open evening on 11 November and are offering taster sessions for years 10 and 11 students on Wednesday 9 December from 5:30 – 8pm.  Places can be booked online at www.reading-college.ac.uk/tasters
NEWBURY COLLEGE

Newbury College open evening is happening on Tuesday 10 November 4pm – 8pm

More information can be found on: www.newbury-college.ac.uk
THE HENLEY COLLEGE

Information about courses and events at this college are available on their open day on Saturday 7 November 10:00am-2:00pm.  Tours of the college are available from November through until Apruil. For full information please visit www.henleycol.ac.uk/visitus
 Mrs Coneley & Mrs Wooller
JOB SPOTLIGHT 
Environmental Chemist  -

James Lymer

I examine the presence and impact of certain chemicals in soil and water. 

What is an Environmental Chemist?
Environmental chemists try to understand how chemicals move through the environment and their effects on human health and the environment itself. This is done through field and laboratory work, including measurements, data interpretation and computer modelling.

 What do you do in your job?
I work as part of the contaminated land team at Wardell Armstrong, an environmental consultancy. We mainly work for clients that want planning permission for the redevelopment of land.

My role involves giving advice on the movement and outcome of contaminants in soil and groundwater, assessing the risk to long term human health and agreeing corrective strategies with the Regulatory Authorities. My role also involves classifying soil as waste, in line with waste legislation, and being on site to supervise corrective works. For example, if the amount of chemical contaminants are high enough to be a significant risk to long-term human health, then the source of the chemical contaminant may have to be removed or treated to reduce the risk. I often have to travel to local and national contaminated land sites to do field work, as well as having meetings with clients and regulators at their offices.

 What do you enjoy most about your job?
I enjoy solving problems using techniques from different areas of science and working outdoors, even in all weathers. I also enjoy being part of the Royal Society of Chemistry Environmental Chemistry Group committee; previously as the Contaminated Land Representative and now as the Honorary Secretary, which has allowed me to meet environmental chemists working in other areas.

 What attracted you to becoming an environmental chemist?
I found that organic chemistry research in a laboratory and working by myself wasn’t really me. So I was keen to find a science based job where I could apply my chemistry knowledge to lots of different problems. I also wanted to be outdoors and to work with clients, regulators and sub-contractors, working in a team more than I did in the lab.

How did you get in to your job?
During my A-levels, I did as much research as I could to try and find out what job I should do, including talking to my chemistry tutors at school. From this I decided to study a BSc (Hons) in Chemistry at the University of Bradford, with the idea of working in the chemical industry. There weren’t many local job opportunities where I was from and I thought a chemistry degree would give me more national employability. After graduating I wanted a career in synthetic organic chemistry, as that was my favourite degree subject, so I started postgraduate research at the University of St Andrews, working in the laboratory doing “hands on” chemistry. Unfortunately I didn’t enjoy this as much as I originally expected, so I decided to finish the research and get into the work place. After a spell of voluntary work I was recruited by a small environmental consultancy, using my chemistry and analytical skills to help develop my knowledge of chemical risk assessment (particularly contaminated land). I then moved onto my current employer, Wardell Armstrong.

 What are the opportunities for career progression?
The main employers in my area of work are the Regulatory Authorities, (e.g. Councils, Environment Agencies), environmental consultancies with some opportunities in remediation (clean-up of contamination), contractors and academic positions. The main opportunities are with the consultancies. A typical career path would be moving up to a management/business development position, or something specifically technical, which is more likely in a larger organisation. Alternatively some people move between all of the main employer types taking on a different role in the contaminated land sector.

What advice would you give for people wishing to enter your career area?
 I would recommend working in contaminated land for a career. Although the financial benefits may not be as great as in other professions, it is multidisciplinary and there is variety in the job which I think is a big advantage. For example, you could be working on a site anywhere in the world and then you could move onto another site somewhere completely different, with a different contamination problem to assess and solve.

LHS Careers Events This Term


Wednesday 11 November presentation by John McCandles on Chemical Engineering C10 P5


Tuesday 24 November Y11 Mock Interviews


Thursday 26 November A Level BASE National Competition


Friday 27 November 6th Form Careers Fair 1:30pm – 2:30pm


Wednesday 2 December Y10 Financial Workshop


Friday 4 December Presentation by Mr Alok Sharma “ A Career in Politics”
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