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REMINDERS

· ADVANCED APPRENTICESHIPS AT NATIONAL GRID

      Applications close 31 December 2015: www.careers.nationalgrid.com
· AWE - ENGINEERING APPRENTICESHIPS
Applications close 15 January 2016: www.Awe.co.uk/careers/apprenticeship-opportunities
· SUTTON TRUST US APPLICATION

Applications close 20 January 2016: www.us.suttontrust.com
· READING SCIENTIFIC SERVICES LIMITED – RSSL

            Applications close 6 March 2016: www.mdlzearlycareers.co.uk/opportunities
APPLICATIONS FOR CGI’S SPONSORED DEGREE PROGRAMME OPEN!

CGI’s (formerly Logica) Sponsored Degree Programme is delivered in partnership with the University of Winchester and lasts 3 years with a guaranteed full time job with CGI on graduation. It combines academic study with real-life on-the-job training. Successful candidates will spend one day per week studying on campus towards a Bsc (Hons) in Digital and Technology Solutions degree, specialising in Business or IT, and the remaining four days working based out of one of two CGI sites; Reading or Leatherhead, developing their careers. Students won’t have to pay tuition fees (or course materials) and CGI will pay them a starting salary of £14,000 (which will rise to above Graduate salary on graduation). It is independent to UCAS so students can still apply to UCAS as well as this programme  

Who are CGI looking for?
· 300 UCAS points across three A-Levels at grade C or above (excluding General Studies) or equivalent or a completed Advanced IT Apprenticeship. 

· A minimum of five A*-C GCSEs (or equivalent), including English and Maths

· The confidence, drive and resilience to work and study at the same time
Application is via the CGI website and the deadline is early in March 2016:
www.cgi-group.co.uk/careers
CGI were in LHS Thursday and presented information on this programme as well as the Higher Apprenticeship programme.  They currently have over 100 Higher Apprenticeship vacancies and over 30 sponsored degree positions.  If you would like to see their presentation please refer to the Heathen Sixth website and click on the “Careers” tab at the top of the page and then “Recent Presentations”.  Alternatively, please email me and I will send it you.
KICK START YOUR CAREER IN BUSINESS WITH GRANT THORNTON

One of LHS Alumni has forwarded the information below about opportunities within Grant Thornton PLC 

“If a career in business in an innovative, award winning business could be for you, take a look at Grant Thornton.  We're an ambitious global organisation providing business and financial advice to clients from a wide variety of business sectors and industries. We offer opportunities for trainees to join us in over 20 of our UK offices each year, locally in Reading and Oxford.  We'll support you to obtain a professional accountancy qualification with structured support (including paid study leave) whilst also developing other key business skills such as presenting, confidence and time management.  We want our trainees to have a comprehensive understanding of business and the skills to make a difference. It's a fast moving environment and the learning curve is steep to stretch your potential but you'll be involved in real work from day one and you'll never be bored. And you'll be working with a great team and interesting clients.

If you are bright, ambitious and enthusiastic with a real interest in business we have vacancies in the Thames Valley on our Accelerate (school leaver) programme in Audit, Tax and our Global Compliance Outsourcing teams.

To find out more go to:  https://trainees.grant-thornton.co.uk
To get a real life insight into life as a trainee at Grant Thornton take a look at our trainee blog http://traineeblog.grant-thornton.co.uk 
If that makes you curious and you want to learn more speak to Mrs Wooller about being put in touch with a Grant Thornton Accelerate joiner who will be happy to talk to you to give you the inside track.

WIN AN INSIGHT DAY AT WHITEHALL
MyKindaFuture have an amazing challenge for students aged 16+; the prize for the winning candidates is to spend a day in Whitehall (where most government departments are based) to see how the government works on a daily basis.  They will meet civil servants who do a variety of jobs and have the chance to ask questions about how the country is run.  Students will gain a great insight into a highly respected career as well as getting an amazing addition to their CV and interview conversation.  
The challenge is called “Angell’s Angels” – trying to change society for the better. Students are given £20,000 and asked to put a task force together to try and crack one of the biggest problems in society: the cycle of poverty.  Angel Town is a London Housing estate situated between Brixton and Oval- one of the UK’s top 10% most deprived areas. For full information and resources on this challenge please refer to: www.mykindacrowd.com/Challenges/dfed
BOOKS AVAILABLE IN THE SIXTH FORM LIBRARY

There are many University Prospectuses and leaflets relating to jobs, gap year, volunteering, employability, magazines related to careers all free for students to take home from the new sixth form library.   

As reference books the following are available for use in the library only:  
· Heap 2016 – University Degree Course Offers – an essential book for any students intending to apply to university 
· How to Complete Your UCAS Application 2016 Entry – Beryl Dixon

· Choosing your Degree Course & University – Brian Heap

· Careers 2016 – over 500 job profiles!  - Newly featured jobs include: Social Media Manager, Computer Games Tester, Digital Marketer  & E-learning Designer
Similar books and magazines, leaflets etc. are available in the main school careers library also – please feel welcome to pop in at break or lunch time. I highly recommend “Careers 2016” with over 500 different job profiles! 
RVC PRE-VET SUMMER SCHOOL 2016 – APPLICATIONS OPEN!

Students in Years 11 & 12 can find out what studying Veterinary Medicine is like by attending the Royal Veterinary College Pre Vet Summer School in London.  This lasts for two weeks in the summer, highlights of this experience include:

· One weeks veterinary experience in the RVC’s globally recognised animal hospitals and research facilities

· A taste of student life at the RVC, meet student ambassadors and academic tutors

· Explore London 
The summer school runs from Sunday 7th August – Friday 19th August 2016, it costs £2300 and includes accommodation, meals, social activities listed, equipment and airport transfers. To apply students must be 16+ and studying biology, chemistry or physics at higher/advanced level.  To find out more information please refer to: www.rvc.ac.uk
STUDENTS INTERESTED IN MEDICINE
Premed Projects are offering Work Experience for students aged 16+ during the February half term. Premed Projects allows students to shadow doctors and to choose whether to spend the experience in the UK or India.  Students spend the week shadowing doctors, learning about what they do and gaining valuable material for personal statements and interviews and this will help them to decide if a career in healthcare is really for them.  The group all live together during the week with the other students from all over the world along with UK doctors and UK teachers  who are there to support them the whole week,.  If this is of interest more information can be found at: www.premedprojects.co.uk
Mrs Coneley & Mrs Wooller
Job Spotlight

Medicine
Medical Interview Questions – What to Avoid

Discover the pitfalls to avoid when asked those medical interview questions on why you want to study medicine. Be sure to stay clear of the following four points!

1. Salary

It goes without saying, but I’m saying it anyway: talking about the salary that a career in medicine offers is not a good way to convince the interviewer to offer you a place! Even if it is true that money is your main motivator, there are lots of other careers which are equally, if not better, paid. So if this really is one of your top reasons- perhaps use a bit of imagination and look beyond a career in medicine!

In general, it’s wise to always stick to three key points in your answers to medicine interview questions. This will help you keep your answers well structured, and will also help keep the interviewer’s attention. Whilst you need to earn a living, salary should not be in your top three reasons.

2. Being overly positive

Medicine is a fantastic career, but saying you want to study medicine because you want to heal the sick and cure cancer may give off the wrong impression. Admissions tutors might feel that you don’t have a realistic expectation of what the majority of doctors do on a daily basis. In order to show them that you are aware of all the challenges that come, you need to have serious answers to their medical interview questions.

When thinking about the challenges all doctors face, use your work experience (or connections with doctors and medical students) to really assess what the difficult aspects are.  For instance, whilst you may already appreciate some of the challenges – for example having to break the news to a patient that they have a terminal illness – you need to be able to fully reflect on how and why you personally might find this difficult. 

3. Being overly negative about the NHS, cuts in salary & long hours.

It’s impressive if you have managed to speak to junior doctors about what can make the job difficult. Chances are, in the current political climate they may refer to the long hours they work and the like. You may be tempted to talk about these things if you ever get asked medical interview questions around, “what do you think are the downsides to being a doctor?” However, it might cast doubt on whether you have good reasons for going into medicine. See point 1. 

It is all about striking the right balance between passion and realism.

4. Not being able to articulate why you want to study medicine

Even if you know that you really, really want to study medicine, you might find this difficult to get across when anyone asks you. A good start is to think why you want to do it. This will usually help the words to flow! It doesn’t matter if there wasn’t one overriding factor, or one key moment which led to your decision. Reflect, reflect, reflect. As Confucius said, “by three methods we may learn wisdom, first by reflection, which is noblest; second by imitation, which is easiest; and third by experience, which is bitterest”. 

Good luck!
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