Time Guidance: minimum of 1 hour

The Unification of Italy 1789-1896 Pre-Course Preparation

Welcome to Italian History!

In preparation for September we would like you to begin to get a feel for the key events that led to Italy
changing from a series of separate and divided states, controlled by foreign powers, to one united country
by 1870, and what the impact of this was in the years after. In order to do this we would like you to
complete the series of activities below. We look forward to hearing your thoughts and ideas IN THE FIRST
LESSON BACK IN SEPTEMBER when this work will be handed in to your Italy teacher.

Chronological Overview Task:

1. Read and highlight key points in the attached worksheet from Graham Darby, ‘the Unification of
Italy’.

2. Use the attached Living Graph worksheet to plot how likely unification was at each of the six
stages. Make sure that you annotate and justify your decisions on the back of the living graph.

3. Based on your living graph and your reading, when did unification look most likely and why? And
when did it look least likely and why? Explain your ideas, using evidence and examples to support
your points.

4. Read through the introductions from the two textbooks attached. Start with Collier as this is easier.
Clark is more challenging reading, but stick with it! Use this to add to your annotations.

What was Italy like at the start of our topic?

Read the short extract from the Pearce and stiles and Collier books (included in the pack). Bullet point 5
things that strike you/stand out to you about life in Italy at this time.

You could also read the introduction from Clark which is more in-depth.

Finally, there are a few administrative tasks that we need you to have ready for September

1. Buy an A4 LEVER ARCH file, a set of dividers and a SMALL A4 FOLDER/RINGBINDER and bring this
to the first lesson back in September
2. Bookmark http://www.onedamnthing.org.uk/italy/ as we will use this website regularly

If you need any help or have any questions about this preparation work you can contact any of the
teachers below by email:

Mrs Coombes — hcoombes@littleheath.org.uk

Mrs Moseley — kmoseley@littleheath.org.uk
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a< a unified country since the earh Middle Ages. As yvou can see from
Frgure 1. 5L consisted of o nuarber of small, relatively weak states, and
the people tendad to owe their lovalty to their locality. There was lirtle
inse of nationakism (a sense of patriotism, of beloiging to 2 common
.talian nationt in the poninsula and onty a few envisaged unification
fthe consolidation of all the staies inig a singly state).

Aiter Napoleott, Many or the old states of (aly were restored. and
\ustria was given etther direct or indirect cuntrol over o number of
hom. Iadvwas thus fragmented and dominatesi by wustiia

Dissatistaction with testorad gorvernment among the educated fow
manitested itself in uprisings i Naples and Pledmont in 1820-1, and
in Mouaena, Farma and the Romagna m 1831 Howevar, 1 all these
cases thye repressive nand of Mince Muttetpich and the ostrian army
vitstitd that native aspiratiuns were soon uxtingaished.

vl of Bellan inendiy, 1831
._.?. ;cs:_ of Halian identity can be most casily summed up by the
three 'p's - the prople. the Pope wml Predmont  reflected in the
writings of Ma-inl, Giobeni «nd Balbo, Al three writers vnviaged
some sort of unified Haly — Mazzind a repubic brought aboud by a
weulution of the peonle, Globert a o falercton beaded up by the
Prop, and Babo a fedoration created by IMedmont which would expel
He Arstrians. A theee madels for upification weie drawn upan the
508 ana 1840y all thice woo vmbraced by a very small educated
minosits, and all three were tolalls unrealistic, However they did
wloot o ogowing wish or laban fndoocndence from ustiian
sfominarion which was o mandest #saf i 1545 0
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ibe ain of the vprisings of T848-9 was £y cxpid the Austrians rather
thien o wndy malys et sy cach e Thee wtalians fafled. The loyson was
That the tahans were 1o match or the Austrian anmy they would
necd oungde fuans Nevetheless, navonad comsciomsness was raised,
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this end he courted Napoleon I for many years, but when Napoleon
cad finally respond in 1858, it was on the latier's terms und quite by
chance. It is clear that despite his central role, Cavour was not in a
position to divtate events - but he did take his opportunities.

5 The unitficaiion process, 1852-61

Napoleon's war against Austria Jid not go according to plan, but by

exploiting instability in the central duchies (Tuscany, Parma and
Modena, as well as the Romagna — see Figure 1} and by giving up Nice
and Savoy to France, Cavour was able, by March 1860, to achieve an
enlarged Piedmont, his original aim.

And then, out of the blue, Garibaldi, a disciple of Mazzini, forced
Cavour to embrace unification. Garlbaldi himself actually believed in
unification and set out to achieve it. Taking advantage of an uprising
int Sicily, he landed there, conquered the island and then went on to
conquer the kingdom ot Naples on the mainland. It was an incredible
achievermnent, a saga so far-fetched it resembles fiction' Garibaldi's
threat to the Pope forced Cavour to march south, conguering much of
the Papal States and hinking up the northern Italian kingdum with
Garibaldi's conguests. Garibaldi then generously handed over to Kifig
Victor Fmmanuel of Piedmeont. In 1861 the latter was proclaimed King
of laly.

6 Pcsiscript - Venetia 1865 and Reme 1879

Venetia was still occupied by the Austrians and Rome by the French.
Both of these territories came to italy in somewhat inglorious episodes
courtesy of the Prussian Minister, Bismarck. Successful Prussian wars
against both Austria and France enabled Victor Emmanuel tu complete
the process of unification by 1870. though arguably ltaly had been
Piedmontised rather than unified. What had been hailed as 2 miracle
and a marvel was soon viewed with disillusion and disappointment.

Giuseppe Mazzini, 180572

The foremost htaliar natienalist, Mazzinl was horn in _
Genoa and tramed to be a lawyer He founded Young | = ok

italy in 1831, a movement dedicated to the unification of | ' _ ,
a republican ftely However, it had little impact beyond !
publicity though an important convert was Garibaldi. -
Mazzini briefly took charge of the Bomen Republic in v Sum
1849 but piayed no rale in the actual unifigation from g, o
1859. He spent most of his fife in exde and was -
disillusioned with the taly that eventually came into being. He was subsequently
credited as father of the nation’ and hailed as.a prophet.
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m Ziuseppe Garibalai, 1807-82

Born in Nice, Garibaldi was a merchant sesman when
_ rmaﬁ_s@&amnawmnmammnaaaam._ammo:mzmﬁ_._m
_

spent some time in exile in South.Amenca before
returning to italy during the 1848 Revolutions, where in
1849 he commanded the garnsen of the Roman Republic.
Aftar another speil of exile-he returned and was actively
1 . : invalvad in the war against Ausinia. it was his

ﬂ 1 remarkahle expedition to Sicily and then Naples in 1860
! T that really brought ebout unification, By now a
committed monarchist, he handed over his conquests to Victor Emmanuel but became
disillusioned with the new Italy. He led two unsuccessful expeditions agamst the
Pape in Rome 1 1862 and 1867. A man of immense charisma, Garibaldi enoyed
supegstar status in his day, and crowds fillad Yrafalgar Square when he came to
London in 1564,

Victer Emmanael I, 1820-78 [
The first King of ltaly, Victor Emmanuel becarme King of
Piedmont-Sardinia in 1849 after his father abdicated, and _
appointed Cavour as Prime Minister in 1852, He pushed
for Piedmontese panticipation inthe Cnmean War and
actively encouraged the unification process, which he
saw as Piedmontese expansion. His coarse manners
gave him the commen touch, and Garibald?s respect for
tim was a significant factor in creating the new state
He was pruciaimed King of laly in 1861, He added
Venetia in 1866 and Rome in 1870. Though devicus and cunning; he lacked appiication
and was prepared to tolerate the consishution.
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How likely was Unification?
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AS SECTION: NARRATIVE AND
EXPLANATION

INTRODUCTION

In 1871, Italy was united as a nation state with Rome as its
capital. To us this is no surprise. [raly is seen as one of the
leading Luropean states today with an unrivalled richness
of history and culture. Yet the process of political
unification was not inevitable. The roots of national
consciousness in Italy go back beyond the years of
Napoleonic rule in ltaly.

However, awareness of national identity was never
widespread. The Iralian peninsula in the nineteenth
century and beforehand was a patchwark of political states
— from Lombardy. Venice and the Kingdom of Sardinia in
the north, to the Kingdom of Naples in the South, Ir was
also a parchwork of dialects and customs, ruled by Iralian
kings and dukes, and foreign powers. In central Italy, the
Pope ruled over the Papal States.

From 1798 until 1814, the Iralian peninsula was
dominated by France and the rule, either direct or indirect,
of Napoleon T (Napoleon Bonaparte). Although
Napoleonic rule was ended in 1815, and the kings and
dukes of the Italian states were restored 1o their thrones.
French rule left its mark. While ruling Italy, the French
had introduced administrative reforms, many of which
lasted beyond 1815, They also introduced, among certain
classes, ideas of individual treedom and liberty.

After 1815, the Iralian peninsula was dominated by
Austria, which intervened whenever necessary to prevent
the spread of revolution — as in 1821 and 1831. T hose
pushing for political change were not necessarily nationally
minded, but wished for reform at a local level.

AS Section; Introduction 1



However, most of the Italian peninsula was wracked by the
revolutions of 1848, as was most of Europe.

The Risorgimento is the name given 1o the process that
ended with the political unification of ITralv in 1871. It was
primarily a cultural movement, aimed at spreading
awareness of Italian culture and identity. However, there
were significant political thinkers of the Rusoigimenro —
most noticeably Guiseppe Mazzini. His beliet in an Italy
united as a democratic state was revolutionary foi his time,
Others put forward suggestions for a more conservative
settlement. Vincenzo Gioberti argued in the 1840« for the
creation of an Iralian Federation under the leadesship of
the Pope. Whatever the differences, all were agreed thart the
Austrians should be expelled from Lombardy and Venice,
which they had controlled since 1815.

In 1848 and 1849, artemprs were made to expel the
Austrians from the Iralian peninsula. Bur these artemprs
failed and the lesson was learned thar foreign militar
suppotr would be necessary if such an action was ro 2e
successful. The following decade saw the emergence of
Piedmont as the only Jtalian state capable of engineering
such support.

Under the capable leadcrship of its prime minster, Count
Camillo Cavour, Piedmont became allied with France and.
in 1859. fought a partially successful war of liberauion.
However, the result of an accidental series of events and
the intervention of ane of the great heroes of the
Risorgimento, Guiseppe Garibaldi, resulted in the near
complete unification of fraly by 1861. Only Venice and
Rome remained in foreign or papal hands. Again,
circurustance intervened and events outside lraly conuived
ro result in the full unification of Italy as a nation stare

by 1871.

This introduction has been highly simplistic. but hopefully

it introduces to you some of the key themes of this period
of Iralian history.

2 Italian Unification 1820-71
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Introduction

e lalian word risorgimerto means rovival', or ‘resurrection (ol the
| dead). In the carly and mid-ninetr enth century, it also meant a broad
e cattoral, social and cooneinie revivad . whon laly tmeiged fion: the
tallegedhy )V stagnant provaavialism of provious conturies, 1n audition, it means
the period when forvign rulers were eapelled lrom the lalian peninsula and oo o0 00
when the arivus lialian sias were unilicd ito a single Kingdom of lsly  bees—: sz
i 1861, [t has olwn b (n wrgued that these two aspects, the cultueal and the
poliveal. were connectad via the demand for diheny’. Rupid enltural changys
meant 4 beier-elucaied people, demanding greater freedoms ~ not nly 1o
trade orte move abroad, but b to have free speech a fnee press, e assoer-
ation, ven the vote and a say in polu s -making: bt most fahan sUre wowe

Garibale, Giuseppe

o ur could ot grant the e vom 2ssions, Thowe people came 1o ¢emand a
new pohitival regime one that would guarantce hherty,.

Independunie. unification and libetty — these were to he the three graind
pohtical themes of the Rismgimento. Howeser, they were not netweadatl.
connected Tndependence from loragn mle mighe wel' have been achievd
withoul unilication, and indeed unul ab least the mid-E550: most patries.
Trabans assumed That it wouid be Siratlarly, thore was no guar titee that
unificd lahan state afier 1861 would be move liberal’ than a least some of
iis predecessors. Honetheless, berwveen 1859 and 1861 all three aspuaaun s
ware, 10 all appearances, achionv d quite suddenly indced moracubyel Gac
an epic, hzrowe expeciion 10 wen Sicdly: Jed by the greawst and robies, = 7
Tiahan soldiers. Giuseppe Garibaldi. This new kingdom did guatante - % MEBn ‘3.3:‘5, as
eriy, at least uni! the Fascist taleover in the 1920s Lt s not surprsing, -, ° i
that later gncraions of lalians have locked bk o the Risceginens: o o 15611 Ewgall gainst
glonous period Socially ind ideologe ally: 1 embodicd the triumph of ceorer o A sonans » entino,
modernits and of rational thought over traditonal prepuci wid G, o 1800: fought fo “each
ohsw antisme politi diy, it ensied constitational Tiberty nutions] mde e .- Seplan 2 e

TRTG sLErpry T et in
enee and cven Grodt Power slatus radica’ potitira.
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Metternich, Klement von
(1773-18591. Austria-
diplomat and Chas ¢e or,
182148, suppressed ~s-
Ing in Naples, 1826~ 23,
wamned in vain agauist
Austiia’s sendlng .1 mee
tum to Piedmont 1~ 1§55,

Pius iX, Pope 1B46-78%
{Giovannt Mana Seastar-
ferieit, 1797-i878):
Ordamed 1819, apos-
tolic delegate in South
America, later Archbi-
shop of Spaleto and
bishop of Imoia; elected
Pope. June 1846, granted
constitution, March
1848; denconced anti-
Austrian war. April 1848;
fied to Gaeta, November
1848; restored as ruler
of Reme by French victory
o«er Roman Republic;
lost mast of Papal States
to Pledmant, 1860, and
lost Rome itsell, 1870;
denounced liberalism
in ‘Syllabus of Errors’,
1864 calted First “atican
Council, 1869-70 to pro-
tlaim Papal infallibility
on festh and morals.

THE ITALIAN RISORGIMENT(D

This pawriodic W hig' vniew althongh still surpricingly ensrens 1ed, is no
really tenable. To begin wath, it is too teleologii al”: it assumes the process was
“irivali ine wable. In fact, talian urilication was, like most historical cvents,
the reselt of a complox series of unforcseeabl accidents' The eventual nui-
vore had not heen predivied even by the leading persenalities involved, nor
vas v wchor 1o most of them. YMoreaver, the patriotic vievs assumes that
tior nationhoud already ¢asted  just wawmg to e wmbodisd in nanenal
S ions Bat Iy as Metternich famously remarked n 1847 was simphy
2 geogtaphicd expression” (Klinkowstroem, 1863 vit, 115, Her inhsbitants
vuie mosty powants wha spoke ondy their local dialeet. The linguage of
Tarite and Mechiavelli, although written by the htrate few, was spoken by
et 2 5 pereent of the populauen, most of them in Toscany or Rony., Bven
e Wwns pooples horizons were not national’, nor ¢ven regioaal; they
weie muniapal. The rivalry beowecn nearby ittes had deep historeal roats
nd wae il steongly felt. Only a iy educated minoney felt halian and
cewbrawid 1talys glorious past but they were tow few 1o matier niuch. By the
133408 ;uch men — lor the most part prolessors lawyers or journalisis — weye
“adeed prodaonng an intellectual and wulivral programime of reviral | and
semancung il iburties and constitunional goverament, bul most members
of ithe vimous municipal, political, landowning and vominercial Jues were
stdl unimpressed. Moreover. most of these wnters and intelfectuals advoc-
sed mdependence’ froin foreipn tule but not unity'. a srele Tdan siate
secimed, even Lo them, not only impessible but undesirable, Tahv they
diought should ideally become a confederation of independemt states, all
copoving constunaoial liberdes but all diltercint wnd respecthal of varying
foce condition's “unilicanon yes. i not ‘anity’. Even Pope Pius IX clected

m it could sippor tus programme for a time and many prople wanted

him o lead &, [n short, the patriote interpretanon 5 mistaken. (f onby
becouss Itlens were divided and not anxdeus for national unny. Few ltalians
thought zhoui the matter wl all. and those lew wamed confederalism or at
most federabism. And the Catholic Chich, far from being nccessanly an
obs uranuet ohrach 1o the whole movemont, -ery neaily led it

The patroddv “Whig' imterpratation alse sssimes that the actual owcome
m 1861 ~a united lwaly. undes a constitutional monarchy and parl:mentary
gevernmets — was the best of all pessible results, This view has, of cowse,
been criticized over the years, lom both Lelt and Right O the Lelt,
Givseppe Mazzini and hue republican supnorars rejected @ nogime run by a
monarchwal, mibtarist clique in league with 3 corrupt parliament clected by
a tiny mindniy: the national revolution had. thes argued, been undermin d
by Piedmontese atistocrals — olten French-speaking at that — v ho ruled
for thewr own benefit, rot that of the people. This view har often been
repeated by radival historians, payucudarly those waiting after the Resistance



tntroduction

-7 1043-5, Moreover, Communist historians have ofien echocd their muntor
Amionie Lramsd in argwing that the Risorgimento was esseitially 2 lesl
spportunity, There mught have been a real’ (social and cconomic? revolution
» mid-ninciecnth-cenwary Iale il only the republicans and ‘democrats’
-ad allied with the peasantry, wsiead of supinelv joiiiag the ‘moderate’
s.tablishment. The Risorgimento was therclore a ‘pasaive revolulios, in
whech most Lalians played no part and in which governments and iocewn
sowers played the Loy role. That was why the “liberal rulers of united Ds
ter 1861 had livtle popular suppoert. Revolts and 1iodng becamt comisr-
olace, and governments for decades ruled by lorce. not vonsent. Thie hbevai
czeme was not liberal at all, but just a small elite who were monopeh=ir :
nower and using it 1o inpose aiien valucs on the masses (Gramscl, 19+

On the Right, Cathalic historians agiced with much of this. Analysng e
smpact of hberal soveinment on the most nbservant Catholic Tegions like
“enetia or Lombardy, they too stressed the peasants” sullen hostility to the
new ‘iberal regime, and to the hibeial impusitivir of lay practices like com-
pulsory state education and il marmage. Catholic histonans argued tha:
after 1348 the essence of the Risorgimento was seculanzation The nate
was exalied, in order 1o despoil the Church. The Pope was 10bbed of las
Temporal Power, the historic Panal States of central Ialy - throughout Iraly
¢ lesastical lands and buildings were scized by ihe newly powerful To
attack the Church vias to atack the people. especially the people’s common
resources wnd welate provision More Ly’ coansereative historians have rg-
peated this theme, with some variations. During the i ascist regime Ginacdhine
Yolpe, for example, argue d that the Risorgimento reated an labian state, hut
not a ‘nation’, that great tark still remained 1o be arred through, by the
Fascists (Volpe, 1925 Contemparary patriotic hustorians, ‘revisiunist duspice
themselves, also sometimes lament the absence of a glonous national nprising
and of a worthy nation-stae (Galli della J.oggin . 19961

More recently, vtiticism of the Risorgimento hus become more fundamen-
1l The various pre-unthcaiton regircs have [ound thei apologists. Brutbon
ale in the Kingdom of Naphe. for example, was, il not popular o efticient.
al least considerably less unpopular and inellicient than nineteeath-century
hberals like Gladstune {whao alled 1 the negatiun of God ) supposed, even
it3 piisons, famously denounced by Gladstone. were bier than tose of
northern  progressive Predmont {Gladstone, 1851, Morkey. 1908 1 292-
300). The Giand Duchy of Toscany with it vartuab frec trade, s rdlawsd
censorship and its highly educated  tolerant duke, was certainly no tyranag:
nor for that master, was Austrian-run Lombardy-Veneua, sl least bdure
1848, The ‘black legend of Austiun misrule was a legend no more. True,
some of the "chatterirg classes’ and prolessional men like luwvers and docwors
were unhappy, but thit was becanse they had little status and could no find
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THE ITALIAN RISORGIMENTO

jobs the troc weakoess of the old regimes was not despensm or cor uption.
bui {ciling to distribute enough patronage. Cynical hiterians, tn short, tmd
to ste the Ristrgimento as an over-hyped media project of no inerest tn
most peeple but A great importancy 1o those who thaught they might benefu
- journalicls laviyers and a few commercially-minded landoviners. us well as
112 Teacng anstuurats and the royal dynasty of Picdment. Unificanon itself,
the e argue, was mostly hype too. Malian seaiety romained jus as diverse and
conflictual aficr 1861 as it had been belore; and the new statr. was not roatly
mezd endier Parliamentaty governments d pended on loeal elites who
vontralled the vote- these diverse clites therefore had to he allowed very con-
siderable local porer and s large share w nsuonal influenive {Romanell,
19e/

In reeent years many historians have also hecome mere regivnalist in
outlook. [hey siress that each region had its own radinons, which ofien sur-
“ived umbicaton. Southern hisisrans, for rample, show that the pre-1861
zouth w v not a stagnant suciely. aid that some of 1y pecuhiar institutions,
like the huge latifondo estares, may have been an appropniate {and semetinws
Guite recent response to cxistng market forees and technolngy (Petrusew wz,
19967 They also reject patromzing northern vonvepts like hackw irdnese
or ‘modemization. and argue that it was unilication, with us low tanlfs
and mgh e that wrecked the southein economy Ufication | indeed,
is 1 ther view & misnomer. ltaly was nut ‘unified, nurdhiern haly stmply wone-
quered the south, Thi= proveked a bloody resistance’ movoment that Tasted
for yoars. Many conicmpotary nertherners also regatd annesing the south as
& disastroas error Glanfranse Miglin tor exsmple bas avgued that nonthern
s would have heen a far more prosporous and efiective state on il ovwin
wilwnt the ceonomic burden af the south and the bureaucratn ertia of
REome. mdeed the Lombard wonild have besn berer off stai ing umder the
Aus roe:, rather than being contmolled by the Pledmomese (Mighe 1994
93 Niorc subthy; the northerners argue thar the wnned laban state, never a
nie realiy in any <ase, has now been superseded by the European Union
and My ecomonidc globalization . Unifwation may have secved progrssive
in the mid-nacteenth centary. it ‘nation-sides are now outmoded. Al
mest. laly should be 2 post-nationadist’ term of rterence 1L mav proporly
remain as one of mamy overlapping cudrusal identities, o those wWlhiv vhoeose
L adopt it, but it should not necessanily have any political tnplicatons or
suluieins |

This ings me bakh to my ongmeal delimon of th Risorgimento a
2 dual movement, both vultaral and politival. But how, i ot all, wir the
‘cultwal’, ideotogicel azpests linked to the pohitics] ones? Was it reallv vic a
demand for libew; - a1 suggested eerhr? The answer scems to be yee;
indeed. the people who nmitered veere mewe intereated in libory’ than
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ity or even Cindependence’. By the 1840s (not earlier) somc, at least, of
the pre-unificatiun siaies did indecd have a legitimacy crisis’ influcnuial
peeple stopped belw «ing that their existing gos rment: were entitled w0
rude thum, Like the east Furopean states of the 1980s, the ltalian states of the
18405 and 1850s were uncermined by n active dissident mntelligentsia.
aware of developmens elsew fere and resentful of rinsorship and cunformity
at home. Howevern, this was nof true everywhere N was much less Lrue.
i true at all, m fuscany, Rome or the mainland south. And dissident ineel-
iecieals, however cminent or cespecied. ¢ould hardly have undermiaca
established 1 giines on their own. Toi that other factors wete also neossan
unpopular changes in land tenure, grezing rights, guild structure and
welfare; ineffeciive policing admnustrauve and judicial high-handedness
the old states duly nbliged. People alse needed greutr wwareness al the
Turopean world — easier travel, greater circulation of idcas and journals,
heightened awarencss ol the economic possibilines opened up by the new
age of steam and “he railwas, Alwee all. perhaps. thevr had w be foreign
approval The Risorgumento had 1o be part of a Luropean raovement, seek-
ing to achiee m laly what was already tohen for ganted in France or
Britea. Arguably 1t 49s ot a ‘naticnal’ movement at all, Culiueally, it was
mostly ‘European in uts ideas; peuically. it was mostly triggered by European
1valries and wars, helped along by dynastic wmbirions and a bost of small-
iown, muricipal gricvances.

Towever, trom I8-48 onwards one hallan siate did scrve as « toaet o
that year King Charles Albert of Piedmont granted a liberal’ constituiion,
puarantceing civil iherues and a representatis ¢ goverirnent wspons ible o an
elecied parhament Tedmon. thus berame a haven for cultnral wissidents.
they could publish their weitngs {afrly freely 1her: . States elsevhere bocamse
more oppressive Aller 1848 but there was no legitimacy erisis in Pledment.
{n the contrary, Pledmont hecame 4 political beacon, the shirung hghe of
hibcialism w one couniry The kmgs of Piedmont had long honed (o expaid
thoir Lerritories, al kast into Lombard: and perhaps further. Parliameniar:
government gw.e the Diedmontese a plausible laim to natonal leadership
and - eventuall — the right tn mmposc their enhghiened mstiwtions clse-
»here. Trederalism, the soluoon prelerred by most pat-iot: belore 1848 v s
abandoned m favour of the Predmontene constitution. The “Whig view may
have been ludicrous cather on, hu it becamy rather more plausible in the
18350s

Ulumately of cowse  ‘unification’ was achicved not by propaganda ror by
canstitutions. but by war and by diplomatic alliznces to maky war Piedmorn
had « respuctable and diseipaned atmy by Italian standards but it was no
maich lor the Austmans, as was proned in [8+8-4. The Picdmontese Prite
Aliruster, Camillo di Cavour, therzfore had o scoure lorcign support for hiz

Charles Albewi. King of

Sardinza Preagmant)
183149 RATIE,
d.2sy Ze.xms Regaat

in Plen-o=- o~ zrnaz-
tior of dog
Ema~o: .

FHA T
LAl preed
.l owas

gl oe~sas

afier 7%
ferrds is— -
ge el "%
[conis

mare
w3
sefez

-3¢ 52a11st
5, meng-
2pyren o0 ety afies
Gaitoaloys 2epagition to
Sivily, 1860 et Prine
Mimster of uaited {laly,
1861,

o~
S
v
kS
ol
n .

My



THE ITALIAN RISORGIMENTO

ambiton<. Foigign avmies did most uf the actual fighting tor hahan unity no
onl in 1839 but also in 1866 and 1870, Iu this sinse, too, the Risorgimento
was a Eurenean’ movement. However, in most of thuse campaigns Ushan

afuniecrs and guerntla lighters also played a vital part. 1t was the modrerate’
“mdewners and professional men of the patrione “Wabonal Sovicly who
ereized thie vival insurrections in contral haby in 1859 i was Garibaldis
impiovised eapedition that conguered Lhe south in 1660, Both these groups
feught for Tl Thoy ulustrate well just how deeply the deological, cultural
movetnent of the previous decades bad pericirated, und how cubiural iden-
dre could and did inspire politcal and nulitary struggle. So the Risorgimento
was not a ‘state-with-an-army’ anneying the states that had nonc. it was the
state-with-modern-sounding-ideas’ cverwhelming those with apparently out-
moded ones and also the ‘state-with-foreign-hacking suceechng against
those withow it The kadere of the Risorgimento may have beor a small
unepress ntative. minotity of the Talian people, and the state thev founded
may have been “liberal’ largely i rhetone and posture hut they did at least
secure sorne degree of independence, and they did open up Luals 14 Enropean
trade and parimership. What they did not do was c2ate an ltahan ‘natior ™. |
lualian identitg is multiply now it was evien more multiple thern.



