A Level Music Technology transition work
This transition work will provide you with context for Section B of the listening exam that you will take in the Summer Term of Year 12. Section B in the Music Technology exam requires you to demonstrate your knowledge and understanding of two Special Focus Styles. These are: Rock and Roll and Rap and Hip Hop. This section makes up 50% of the exam so it is vital that you have some understanding of the two styles before you start in September.
Feel free to present this research in any way that you feel beneficial to your learning style (e.g. presentation, spider diagram etc). Also use as many resources as you can to research these styles of music such as books and the internet. Don’t forget to listen to suggested pieces of music in each style!
What do I need to know?

Area of study 1: the principles and practice of music technology

· Production techniques that were used in the musical styles

e.g. particular effects that were used during the production, microphone techniques that were used to capture the instruments
· Pros and cons of these techniques

· Definitions of these techniques e.g. what does overdubbing mean?
Area of study 2: popular music styles since 1910

· Development of the style (i.e. a timeline)

· Key artists and albums – why were they key to the style? What musical development did they add to the style? Were there any songs or albums that were groundbreaking?
· Record labels and producers
· The musical features of the style – rhythm, melody, harmony, instrumentation, production, tonality, lyrics, texture...
· Compare the musical features and styles of different bands / artists within the style.
This work will be assessed during a class discussion in your first exam lesson and marked by the subject teacher. If you have any questions about the above, please contact Miss Roberts (eroberts@littleheath.org.uk)
