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Little Heath School Sixth Form
Year 12 Induction Evening for Parents 2016

	
Art and Design




Welcome to the department

The students are currently being taught by the following teachers:

Mr R Viner (Head of Department) email: rviner@littleheath.org.uk
Mrs E Wooldridge: ewooldridge@littleheath.org.uk
Mrs K Jiggens: kjiggens@littleheath.org.uk

At A Level the students have eight lessons a fortnight, with lessons being shared between two teachers. Students 
will follow the specifications set by the AQA Examination Board taking the Arts, Crafts and Design option. This
course offers excellent opportunities to develop abilities in a wide range of media, and skills learnt during GCSE’s
will continue to be developed whilst branching out into different areas of study.

At both AS and A Level, the students will complete a coursework unit and externally set exam project. These 
projects are worth 60% and 40% of the overall grades respectively. Students will begin the A Level course in the 
June of Year 12 and complete the course in the summer of the following year.

For more information please refer to the school website, but as a basic guide the structure is as 
follows:

AS Unit One: At the start of Year 12, students will create a personal project based on a theme of their choice  
which encourages them to investigate a genre and artistic process which particularly interests them. 

AS Unit Two: In February the exam board will set a series of starting points will prompt the students to develop a 
project based on a given theme or idea. The project will conclude with a ten hour controlled exam.

A Level Unit One:  A personal investigation into a chosen theme, including a written element which further
extends the students’ analytical and literacy skills. 

A Level Unit Two: The final exam unit set by AQA which leads to a fifteen hour controlled exam. 







Key to success at A Level
Being able to respond to constructive feedback, and having a positive approach to the subject are essential attributes to be successful in Art. Students should be prepared to experiment and take risks with their work, as this will lead to greater development in their abilities. They will need to be independent learners, and as with many A Level subjects, should expect to produce three to four hours of work outside of lessons each week. It is also essential that students are organised and able to meet deadlines. To aid their ability to reflect on their work, students will be given Personal Learning Checklists (PLCs) which will prompt them to consider their own progress over time. Finally, success will also come if students can nurture their interest in the arts in general, by reading and researching around the subject. There is a list of useful galleries and websites on the Sixth Form website to help them with this. 

What parents can do to help

To help students meet their deadlines, it would be very helpful if parents could encourage their son/daughter to continue with their work outside of lessons. Family trips to art galleries would also be really beneficial in helping to broaden the students’ general knowledge of the subject. Students are given a ‘timeline’ for each unit of work containing important deadlines, so having a copy of this would also be very useful. 

Important deadlines

30th January 2017: All Unit One work must be completed and submitted for final assessment in preparation for the start of the externally set assignment on the 1st February. 

Essential equipment

At the start of AS we ask for a voluntary contribution of just £15 towards the provision of materials over the two years. We will provide specialist art materials throughout the course, however there are two A level Study Kits available to buy via Parent Pay that will aid independent study outside of the classroom. These kits are not sold for profit, and represent excellent value for money. 
· AS Drawing Kit, containing specialist drawing equipment. £13
· AS Painting Kit, containing a range of paints and high quality brushes. £13
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