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What is it all about?

We believe that the Art Department at Little Heath School runs an exciting, varied and challenging A Level course, which have been carefully developed to encourage students to explore the many varied opportunities that the subject has to offer.
As well as developing and improving your drawing and painting skills you have the opportunity to experiment with printmaking, photography, fashion, sculpture and graphics, or any combination of these. You will be able to study any genre of your choice such as architecture, portraiture, wildlife and landscapes. You will also develop your ability to appreciate and understand the visual world and respond in a personal and creative way. Our approach to teaching at this level allows you to individually adapt your experience of Art and Design in a very personal way. 
What can I do with an Art and Design A Level?

Opportunities for employment in the creative industries are many and varied. Most students who wish to pursue an art related career complete an Art Foundation course following their A levels. This is generally followed by a degree course in a more specialised area of design - for example, Interior Design, Product Design, Fashion and Textiles, Photography, Graphic Design, Illustration etc. The foundation year is not essential however, and we have successfully helped students create portfolios of work that enable them to go straight to university to study degrees such as architecture and video game design.
Even if you do not wish to pursue this subject to a higher level after leaving school, an Art and Design A Level can be used to score points for entry onto any degree course, and it will also allow you to have a good balance in your studies. 
Employers look very favourably at creative students as it demonstrates the ability to have original ideas, essential in a countless number of careers. 
What do I need to successfully complete A Level Art?

You need good basic drawing skills, be happy to experiment with new materials, and a GCSE grade A*-C. Communication skills are also important, so a good English grade would be beneficial. You should discuss your suitability for this course with your Art and Design teacher. 

An important factor is that you should enjoy creating art. You should be enthusiastic and well motivated, and have a keen interest in the creative field.

If you did not take Art and Design for GCSE, you may still be considered. However, you will be required to present some recent work to illustrate your practical skills and suitability for the course.
How is the course structured?
In Year 12 you will complete the following two units:

Unit 1 – Individual Project worth 60% of AS grade
Students are taught to explore the formal elements of Art, such as line, tone, colour, texture, shape, pattern and form. They will investigate these artistic disciplines through the theme of ‘My World’ which may include portraiture, man made objects and natural forms, wildlife, the human figure or buildings and the environment to name but a few.
Students will be expected to explore this theme on a more individual basis, experimenting with a wide variety of materials and producing a personal response. 
Unit 2 – Externally Set Assignment 40% of AS grade
Students use the knowledge and understanding gained in the first unit of work to complete this unit. The exam paper will be used as starting points and the emphasis of this unit will be the development of ideas. After an initial research period, students will undertake five hours of exam time which will be devoted to developing their ideas further. There is no final exam at AS, and final outcomes will be completed in lessons.
In Year 13, students will begin the A Level course which is:
Unit 1 – Personal Investigation 60% of total A Level grade
This is a practical unit, with a written element, in which students are expected to develop a personal investigation based on an idea, issue, concept or theme leading to a finished piece or pieces. The practical work must be supported by an essay of 1500 words, which researches the art historical aspect of their project. In this unit the quality of written communication will also be assessed.
Unit 2 – Externally Set assignment 40% of total A Level grade
The examining body again set topics or themes and students choose one to produce a response to. Following the preparatory period, the final piece for this unit is completed in a 15 hour examination.
Extra Curricular Activities
Students will be offered opportunities outside of normal lessons that will aid the progression and development of their work. For example they may experience an artist in residence during Year 12, and visit galleries from which to gain inspiration for their own work. Students will also be expected to undertake their own visits independently to further enhance their studies.
Finally, if you have any specific questions that have not been covered above or you would simply like to know more about A Level Art and Design, please just come and see myself or any member of the department. 

Mr R Viner.

Head of Art and Design.

