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A Level English Literature
What you need:

A Love Of Reading
In Year 12 you will study two plays, at least one of which will be by Shakespeare, a novel and a poetry text. You should read exam texts at least three times before the exam, so you need to be an enthusiastic, independent reader.

At least two Grade 6s at Higher Tier GCSE.
What the course involves:

Year 12
Paper 1: Literary Genres: Drama
1.5 hour closed book exam.
You will study two plays, one of which was written by Shakespeare, from the genre of Tragedy. You will be tested on the way writers use genre elements in their work.

Paper 2: Literary Genres: Prose and Poetry
1.5 hour open book exam.

You will study one prose and one poetry text from the Tragedy genre.

 Possible authors include: Fitzgerald, Hardy, Keats, Austen, Betjeman and Chaucer

Year 13
Paper 1: Literary Genres 
2.5 hour closed book exam

This paper reuses some of the texts you study at AS Level, with questions on a Shakespeare play, a second drama text and a poetry text. One of these last two must have been written pre-1900.
Paper 2: Texts and Genres
3 hour open book exam

There are two possible genres for this paper, ‘Crime’ or ‘Political and Social Protest’ writing. You will study three texts- a post-2000 prose text, a poetry text and one further text. One of these last two must have been written pre-1900. There is also an unseen passage on this paper.

Non-exam Assessment

What we used to call coursework. Students are given a folder of literary critical material.

You will produce two essays, one on a prose text, one on a poetry text, each one up to 1500 words long. Both will be written applying the literary critical material to the analysed text.

Why study English Literature?
The most important reason is because it is excellent fun and teaches you a great deal about yourself, as well as the rest of the world.
English Literature is also one of the ‘traditional’ A Levels, highly regarded by universities and a good subject to have for a degree in subjects such as Law. 
It will train you to analyse; construct an argument; present your ideas fluently and to work with a range of opinions.
It is also structured so that the transition from GCSE to A Level is as smooth as possible, but the full A Level course will provide you with a solid grounding for university study. 
If you have any further questions, please speak to Mr Danbury: wdanbury@littleheath.org.uk

AS/A Level English Language

What You Need:

· At least two Grade 6s at Higher Tier GCSE

· A willingness to explore new ideas and challenge your attitudes

· A capacity to work independently and organise your own time carefully

What the course involves:

The main difference between English Language and English Literature is that Language studies a wide variety of (mainly) non-literary texts, including spoken conversation, text speak and internet chat. Lessons will mostly be conducted using short extracts, so there isn’t quite such a bulk of reading to do, although it does require a wide theoretical knowledge of linguistics and language development.
Year 12
Paper 1: Language and the Individual
A 1.5 hour exam, designed to introduce students to the principles of language study.
The paper requires students to compare two texts and analyse how the language is affected by their genre and context.

Paper 2: Language Varieties
A 1.5 hour exam which allows students to explore a range of social, occupational, regional and gendered varieties of language.
Students will study how these groups are represented, and represent themselves, and will also have to evaluate the range of attitudes available about these varieties. 
A Level
Paper 1: Language, the Individual and Society
A 2.5 hour exam

In Section A, students are examined on two texts in a similar way to the AS Paper 1.

In Section B, students will be tested on Children’s Language Development, looking at how children learn to speak and write, and evaluating some of the theories that have been proposed about these processes.
Paper 2: Language Diversity and Change 

A 2.5 hour exam

This paper is similar to Paper 2 at AS, but the range of possible topics broadens to include ethnic and international varieties of English, as well as how English has changed over time.
There is still a requirement to evaluate and respond to a variety of attitudes towards language use.

Non-exam Assessment

What we used to call coursework.

Students will conduct an investigation of how language is used in a context of their choice, which will be approximately 2000 words long.

They also need to produce an informative text, with a commentary on how it was created, which will be approximately 1500 words long.

Why Study English Language?

It will teach you a great deal about the world around you and how we communicate with each other.

It develops analytical skills and the ability to think and write critically.
It is highly regarded by universities and opens a range of career opportunities.

Encourages a high degree of freedom and independence in what you study and its fun!
If you have any further questions, please speak to Mr Danbury: wdanbury@littleheath.org.uk
