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A Level History
Why study History?
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: arguments][image: end of history illusion[1]]If you enjoy the study of the past both for its own sake and also for the light it throws on the present, then history A Level is for you.
History trains you in skills that will equip you for a wide variety of careers:
· To select relevant information
· To assess the validity of an argument
· To think and write logically
· To make informed judgements about controversial issues
· To present a well-ordered case backed by supporting evidence
· The skill most developed by History is that of critical analysis and the ability to express ideas, knowledge and interpretations clearly and coherently.

[image: ]Many employers regard A Level history as an excellent training in the marshalling of arguments and in decision-making. As a well respected academic discipline, history is considered a worthwhile A Level subject for entry to almost all degree courses.
'The study of history is the beginning of wisdom.' Jean Bodin, French economist, (1530 - 1596)

What will you study? 
[image: ]Specification details:
Examined units:
Unit Y107: England 1547-1603: The late Tudors 
Key Topics:
· Mid-Tudor Crisis
· Elizabeth and religion
· Elizabethan Monarchy
· The nature of Government and Parliament
· Elizabeth’s management f economic and social affairs
· Elizabethan later years
 
[image: ]Unit Y215: Italy and Unification 1789-1896
Key Topics:
· Italy 1789-1847
· The Revolutions of 1848-49 and their aftermath
· The Risorgimento and the establishment of a new Kingdom of Italy 1850-1861
· Italy 1861-1896

Unit Y318: Russia and its Rulers 1855-1964
Key Issues
• Russian rulers: similarities and differences in the main domestic policies of Alexander II, Alexander III, Nicholas II, the Provisional Government, Lenin, Stalin, Khrushchev. 
[image: ]• The nature of government: autocracy, dictatorship and totalitarianism; change and continuity in central administration; methods of repression and enforcement; the extent and impact of reform; the extent and effectiveness of opposition both before and after 1917. 
• The impact of the dictatorial regimes on the economy and society of the Russian Empire and the USSR: changes to living and working conditions of urban and rural people; limitations on personal, political and religious freedom; extent of economic and social changes. 
· Impact of war and revolution on the development of Russian government: the effects of the Crimean War, the Japanese War, 1905 Revolution, 1917 Revolutions, World War One, World War Two, the Cold War.
 
Coursework:
Unit Y100: Topic based essay
This consists of an essay of 3,000-4,000 words in length which tests analysis of different perspectives on a historical issue using evaluation of source material. 
 
How will I be assessed?
 You study 4 modules:
Year 12:
[image: ]England under Elizabeth and the Unification of Italy will be studied in Year 12. These are both tested by exams taken at the end of Year 13. England under Elizabeth is worth 25% of your A2 grade and is assessed through a 1 hour 30 minutes exam made up of two essay questions from a choice of three and one source enquiry. The Unification of Italy is worth 15% of your final A2 grade and is assessed through a 1 hour exam made up of two essay questions from a choice of four. 
Year 13:
Russia and its Rulers and the Independent Enquiry will be completed in Year 13. The coursework unit is worth 20% of your A2 grade and is one 3,000-4,000 word essay. Russia and its Rulers is worth 40% of your A2 grade and is assessed through a 2 hour 30 minutes exam with a question on the interpretation of historians and two essay questions from a choice of three.  
You will sit an exam on each of your units at the end of Year 13. 
Expectations
	Of Us
	Of You

	· Interesting lessons
· Support
· Regular, quality feedback
· Revision sessions, a history website to support your learning and a regular history film club 
· Passion for our subject
	· Be proactive
· Meet deadlines
· Maturity
· A willingness to read and write and a passion for thinking, questioning and challenging
· A grade B in GCSE History



Entry requirements
[image: ] 
You need to achieve a minimum of a B grade in GCSE History 
If you have not studied history before a minimum of a grade 6 in English is required.
 
Where could studying history at A Level take me?

Future courses and possible careers:
As a well-respected academic discipline, history is considered a worthwhile A Level subject for entry to almost all degree courses.
Here are some famous faces that took history further at degree level and have ended up in all sorts of careers:
Media
Famous graduates in the media include comedian Sacha Baron Cohen, aka Ali G, presenter Jonathan Ross and Louis Theroux and Melvyn Bragg, who both graduated from Oxford.
Politics
History graduates include: Gordon Brown, Alan Milburn, John Prescott and David Blunkett, Douglas Hurd, Sir Chris Patten and Kenneth Baker. 
Civil service
Political think tanks, watchdogs, national charities and general advisory bodies have History graduates in many top positions, such as Dame Ruth Runciman, of the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs, David Collett, director of VSO, and Martin Gorham, chief executive of the National Blood Service.
Law
More "subject-specific" professions such as law are keen to employ historians, the most prominent being QC Michael Briggs and QC Michael Mansfield, who has recently been involved in the Bloody Sunday inquiry.
Museums, libraries and the arts
Being an arts subject, it's perhaps not surprising that museums and libraries and literary circles are bulging with history graduates. Among the most prestigious are the writers Salman Rushdie, Matthew Kneale, Penelope Lively and Anthony Powell, and the biographer Andrew Morton, who has written portraits of Princess Diana, Madonna and the Beckhams. Meanwhile, playwrights Alan Bennett and Howard Barker continue to earn a good living in theatre.
Security services
From PCs to prison governors, historians have made their mark in the security services. John Abbot, for example, climbed his way to the top of the police force to become director general of the National Criminal Intelligence Service. The governor of Ford Open prison until 1998, Roger Brandon, reached his position after a history degree at Keele University.
Business and finance
Historians have flourished in business, achieving high-level roles in successful enterprises. History graduate Sir Howard Stringer is chairman of Sony Corporation, for example, and the late Sir Roland Smith was director of the Bank of England. 
Source: http://www.theguardian.com/education/2005/jul/19/highereducation.historyandhistoryofart 
 
Want to find out more?
Mr Taylor – Head of History ctaylor@littleheath.org.uk 
 
Check out what our current A Level historians are debating and access course materials on our department website: www.heathenhistory.co.uk
 
This video sums up why to study History nicely! 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vgmNkYUL_Cw&safe=active 
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