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A Level Media Studies (WJEC)
What is Media Studies?

Studying Media gives you the opportunity to analyse and deconstruct the fast moving media rich world that surrounds us. You will learn how different forms of media, such as video games, music videos and magazines create representations of different groups. For example how a music video (such as Kanye West’s BLKKK SKKKN HEAD) and a video game (such as Grand Theft Auto V) create a representation of ethnicity. Once you’ve learnt how the professionals do it we let you have a go. You get a chance to create your own music magazine and music video so that you really understand how these products are created.

What will I study in my Media A Level?

Component 1: Investigating Media Language and Representation 

This component covers all of the following media forms: music videos, video games, advertising, film marketing, newspapers and radio news/ current affairs programmes. You will look at how representations are created within these media forms, as well as be able to apply a variety of media theories to each.

The exam consists of three sections:

Section A: Media Language and Meanings

Section B: Representations and Meanings

Section C: Contextual Study- Representations
Component 2: Media Forms and Products in Depth

This component assesses knowledge and understanding of media language, representation, industry and audiences. The exam consists of three sections:

Section A- Television in the Global Age – You will look a variety of television texts in this unit including two set products - for example, Sherlock and Humans. 

Section B- Magazines: Mainstream and Alternative Media – You will look at a variety of media texts for this unit including two set products – for example Vogue and The Big Issue

Section C- Media in the Online Age – You will look at a variety of online products for this unit including two set texts – for example Pew-Die-Pie and The Voice Online

Component 3: Cross Media Production

This component provides you with the opportunity to show your knowledge and understanding in a practical way by making several media products. You will be asked to fulfil a brief in terms of target audience and industry context.

To fulfil the brief you will then create:

A music video

Album art 

A magazine front cover

What can I expect from my A Level teachers?

· Lots of one to one feedback

· The opportunity for student directed lessons

· Guided individual tutorials

· Teaching which includes independent learning 

· Research opportunities to cater for your own interests

· The opportunity to create your own music magazine

· The exciting prospect of making your own music videos

What will my A Level teachers expect of me?

· A willingness to learn

· Organisation

· Perseverance

· Commitment to your studies

· A passion for media

How can I become a good Media student?

Be analytical: Read into media texts and learn a new vocabulary in order to deconstruct them. 
Be a team player: Learn to manage your own time and other people to work in an effective group to complete your practical coursework.
Be an independent learner: Research theories and case studies and use these to inform your own thinking and complete additional homework such as watching DVD extras or reading the news.
Acquire a vast range of technical skills: Learn about the software and technical equipment used in the Media industry and will use your new skills to create your own Media texts.
After my A Levels will I be able to get into university or get a good job with Media Studies?
· Writing about the Media will help you to develop written and spoken communication, working independently and thinking critically, which are highly valued by employers.

· Almost all universities offer and value Media Studies 

· As well as any area of the Media, you could go into any of these careers with Media Studies: Advertising, HR, Communications, Graphic Design, Publicity, Marketing, Sales, Merchandising and many more…

What equipment will I need?

You do not need to buy any software or any cameras. These are all provided by the department. 
