What is the Music Course about?

Music A Level is one of the most exciting and interesting courses available and is highly commended by universities and colleges. 

You will have the opportunity to:
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develop your skills as a vocal or instrumental  performer

[image: image2.png]



work on high level composition projects
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use music technology to compose, arrange, perform and record your work
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choose to study – compose, perform and analyse music – from a wide range of styles including:

· Western classical tradition 1650-1910 (compulsory for analysis)

· Pop and Jazz (can choose to analyse)
· Fusions – Celtic rock, bhangra, salsa, folk-rock, jazz-rock, latin-rock, etc.

· Film and television – film/TV themes (can choose to analyse)
· Music Theatre – any staged music, rock-opera, ballet, musical song or dance (can choose to analyse)
· Music for large or small ensemble

· Sacred or secular song

· World Music

· Keyboard Music

· 20th century experimental music (can choose to analyse)

· The Popular Song – any style – folk, jazz, rock, soul, reggae etc 

What life-skills will music help me to develop?

A practical music course helps you to:
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develop self-discipline
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develop creativity, inventiveness and initiative
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learn to work with others as a member of a team, developing an awareness and sensitivity to others
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learn to accept responsibility
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learn to organise the work of others
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develop co-ordination, flexibility, adaptability, self-awareness, self-confidence

All the above are vital skills that both British industry and Further Education Institutions need in young people!

Over the past 20 years, income from music-related sources has been a crucial part of the UK Gross National Product and the Music Industry is now the UK’s 2nd largest employer!!
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How will music be useful to me in my future career?

Most employers are interested in people who have followed a broad and balanced range of subjects to an advanced level. The study of music is essential in some careers and a valuable asset in others:
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Architect


Radio
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[image: image11.wmf]
Grade C and above at GCSE is recommended for entry to A level music, but you can do A level music even if 

you have not studied GCSE – as long as you have reached about Grade 5 on your instrument or voice. Keyboard skills, whilst useful, are not essential. 

Guitarists and drummers can do particularly well with

this new, contemporary course with its wide choice of music technology and electronic music options.

Why study 
A Level Music?

You will shortly be deciding whether to study music in Years 12 and 13.

Here are some important questions which you should ask.
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What is the course about?
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What life skills will music A Level


help me to develop?

[image: image14.png]



How might music be useful to me


in my career?
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Will it be a good A Level to get me into university or further study?

This leaflet gives you information to help you make your decision.

If you require further information, please contact a member of the music staff who will be pleased to help you and answer any questions you might have about the course. If you are not currently at Little Heath student, please contact the Music Department on the number below.

Miss Roberts (Head of Music)

Miss Hancock

Mr Davies
You may also refer to the AQA website for detailed information about the new, exciting specification!
www.aqa.org.uk
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Little Heath School, Little Heath Road, 

Tilehurst, Reading RG31 5TY

Tel. 01189 427337
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OPTIONS:

A LEVEL MUSIC
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