
A Level Philosophy – AQA

Why Study this Subject?
Studying Philosophy at A Level involves debating and discussing some of the deepest and universal questions that have engaged thinkers for thousands of years.  
You will be able to see how human beings have attempted to make sense of the universe, asked questions about the nature and meaning of existence and struggled with questions about right and wrong.   Questions asked include:
· What can we know?  
· Is there a God?  
· Is the mind the same as the brain? 
· Is there a right way to live?
Entry Requirements
You should gain five Grade A*-C passes including a minimum of a Grade 5 in GCSE English.
A GCSE in Religious Studies would be useful but not essential.  The Religious Education Department are happy to discuss these requirements in individual cases, so do please come and talk to us if you are interested in the course but concerned you may not achieve these grades.
Syllabus
Philosophy of Religion (God)
Learners will study: 
· What is God?  What philosophical questions are raised by the concept of God?
· Can God be proven to exist through philosophical argument?
· What are we doing when we talk about God?  Stretching beyond language?  Talking nonsense?

Epistemology (Knowledge)
Learners will study: 
· What are the immediate objects of perception?
· What is knowledge?  Can we be certain of anything?  When?
· Where does knowledge come from?  Our senses?  Our reasoning?
 
Philosophy of Mind (Brains and Minds)
Learners will study: 
· What is the relationship between the physical brain and the experienced mind?  Are they two different things that are lined?  Are they one and the same thing?
· Is everything in our minds reducible down to a physical fact about our brains?

Ethics (Right and Wrong)
Learners will study: 
· How do we decide what it is morally right to do?
· What’s the right thing to do in wars, in our treatment of criminals, in our treatment of animals?  Are violent video games immoral?  Is it ever right to lie?
· Is right and wrong just opinion?  Are there facts about what is right and wrong?

Future Courses and Possible Careers
Studying philosophy at A Level will help you to develop transferable key skills that are vital for success in a wide range of courses and careers, including critical and independent thought, reasoned argument and debate, open-mindedness and persistent thinking.  
In a famous study in America for students applying for post-graduate degrees, philosophy degree students had the best verbal and writing skills on average than any other degree course.  They even did better on mathematical skills than all but the mathematically focused degrees such as maths and physics.  In short, doing philosophy develops lots of important skills.  
People studying philosophy are well prepared for jobs that require people to think clearly and rigorously, such as management consultancy, accountancy, law, politics, the civil service, journalism, advertising and education.  
Philosophy is highly respected as a subject due to its depth, complexity and level of intellectual challenge.  
How Will I Be Assessed?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will be assessed in two 3 hour papers at the end of the two year course.  There is no coursework for the course.
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