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Unit One – Content and Past Questions

	How efficient was the government of Elizabethan England?

	Elizabeth I and the place / strengths of the monarch
	

	The role of the council in the system of government
	

	The Queen’ ministers (particularly Burghley and Walshinham)
	

	The court(and the patronage system)
	

	Faction
	

	The financial system
	

	The failure to reform
	

	Local Government
	


	Exam Season
	Question

	June 02
	How effectively did Elizabeth I control her ministers ?

	June 03
	How successfully did Elizabeth deal with her financial problems ?

	Jan 04
	How important was the Council in Elizabethan government ? 

	June 05
	How successfully did Elizabeth I control her factions in her Court and government to 1603 ?

	Jan 06
	How well did Elizabeth I’s government handle its financial problems ?

	June 07
	Assess the role of Elizabeth I ministers in her government to 1603.

	Jan 09
	How efficient was the government of Elizabethan England? Explain your answer.


Types of Questions

These are all really factor based essays.

· 02 and 05 asks you  contrast the importance of ways that Elizabeth controlled her Ministers (Eg Patronage / Faction /  Fear / Tactics).

· 03 and 06 asks you to contrast achievements and failures in finance (Eg reduced expenditures at the start of the reign / Failure to reform / corruption and inefficency).

· 04 asks you to contrast the importance of the Council with other instiutions of Government (Eg Court / Local Government etc).

Unit Two – Content and Past Questions

	How far did the nature and role of parliament change?

	The relationship between Lords and Commons
	

	The place of parliament in the system of government
	

	Was the relationship with government one of co-operation or conflict?
	

	The significance of issues of religion
	

	The Queen’s marriage
	

	The succession
	

	Parliamentary privilege and monopolies
	


	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 02
	Should co-operation or conflict be seen as the dominant theme of Elizabeth’s relationship with parliaments ?

	Jan 03
	How convincing is the claim that Parliament became more powerful in Elizabeth’s reign ?

	Jan 04
	Assess the claim that parliamentary privilege was the most important cause of problems between Elizabeth I and Parliament.

	Jan 05
	Which was more important in Elizabeth’s reign, the House of Commons or the House of Lords ? Explain your answer.

	June 06
	How far do you agree that Parliament mostly co-operated with Elizabeth I ?

	June 07
	How far do you agree that parliamentary privilege was the most important cause of disputes between Elizabeth and parliament during her reign ?

	June 08
	How far did Elizabeth control the House of Commons throughout her reign ?


Types of Questions

These are all really factor based essays.

· 02 and 03 are straight questions on the debate, asking you to look at whether the factors (Religion / Marriage and Succession / Parliamentary Privilege / Finance) support the idea of conflict or co-operation.

· 04 is a version of this, asking you to look at the same factors, but naming one as most important (parliamentary privilege).

· 05 looks horrible, but really it is asking you about the same stuff. If the Commons became more important, then conflict is the dominant theme. Hence it is a trip through the factors.


Unit Three – Content and Past Questions

	How far, and why did the popularity and effectiveness of Elizabeth I’s government decline after 1588?

	The pressures of the war against Spain
	

	Financial problems
	

	The Irish rebellion
	

	Essex’s rebellion
	

	The parliament of 1601 (Monopolies Crisis).
	

	Death of Key Ministers.
	


	Exam Season
	Question

	Specimen
	How convincing is the claim that there was a decline in the effectiveness of Elizabeth I’s government in the last years of her reign ?

	June 01
	Why did Elizabeth become less popular at the end of her reign ?

	Jan 03
	How far do you agree that Elizabeth’s government became less effective after 1588 ?

	June 03
	How powerful and popular was Elizabeth I at the end of her reign ?

	June 04
	How far do you agree that the Irish Rebellion was the most serious problem that Elizabeth faced after 1588 ?

	June 05
	How far would you agree that Elizabeth I government was a failure after 1588 ?

	June 06
	Assess the claim that rebellion in Ireland was Elizabeth I’s most serious problem from 1588 to 1603.

	Jan 07
	How far did the effectiveness of Elizabeth I’s government in handling domestic affairs decline in the period 1588 to 1603 ? (You may include the rebellion in Ireland in your answer.

	Jan 08
	Elizabeth I had more successes than failures in domestic affairs from 1588 to 1603. How far do you agree with this statement ?

	June 08
	Assess the claim that by 1603, Elizabeth was an unpopular ruler.

	Jan 09
	How far did the popularity of Elizabeth’s government decline in the period after 1588 ?


Types of Questions

These are all really factor based essays.

· The specimen, Jan 03 and June 05 are simply asking you to contrast the factors above on the issue of effiency (War / Ireland / Essex / Monopolies / Ministers). 

· 01 is simply asking you to contrast factors above on the issue of popularity.

· June 03 is asking you to look at the same issues and contrast popularity and effiency. A harder question, but possible. Think how are the terms different ?

· June 04 is a lovely question, asking you to contrast the problems effiency (War / Ireland / Essex / Monopolies / Ministers again) faced by Elizabeth.
Unit Four – Content and Past Questions

	How successful was Elizabeth I in maintaining the power and prestige of the monarchy?

	The Cult of Gloriana / Elizabeth’s gender.
	

	The problems of ruling as a female monarch
	

	The personality of the Queen
	

	The defence of the royal prerogative
	

	The strengths and weaknesses of the crown at the end of the reign
	


	Exam Season
	Question

	Jan 01
	In what ways was Elizabeth’s monarchy affected by her gender ? 

	June 02
	How far do you agree that the powers of the monarchy were not seriously weakened during Elizabeth I reign ?

	June 04
	How successfully, by 1603, had Elizabeth I defended the Royal Prerogative ?

	Jan 05
	Assess the claim that the prestige of the monarchy was considerably weakened during the last years of Elizabeth I’s reign ?

	Jan06
	Was Elizabeth I’s gender more an advantage or disadvantage in maintaining the power and prestige of the monarchy ? Explain your answer.

	Jan 07
	“Elizabeth I’s personality made the successful government of England difficult.” 

How far do you agree with this view of the period from 

1558 to 1603 ?

	Jan 08
	How successful was Elizabeth I in maintaining the power of the monarchy throughout her reign ? Explain your answer.


Types of Questions

These are all really factor based essays.

· 01 and 06 are asking you to contrast advantages and disadvantages of Elizabeth’s gender to her monarchy (Cult of Gloriana / Religion / Female ruler etc). Hard, but possible – look at the model answer from the revision day. 

· 02, 04 and 08 are asking you to contrast the factors (think about control of Parliament / Reform of government / failure in Ireland and Finance) in terms of the strength of the monarchy. Think also about context (ie before and after the reign).

· 05 is asking you to contrast the factors (as above) in terms of the reputation of the monarchy. Think also about context (ie before and after the reign).


	The following terms are often mispelt / misunderstood

	Elizabeth
	Please remember that she has a capital letter.

	parliament
	Please remember that it has an “a” in the middle.

	government
	Please remember that  it has an “n” in the middle.

	Royal Prerogative
	Means the power of the Monarchy (eg to determine policy in Matters of State).

	Parliamentary Privilege
	The freedoms of the Houses of Paliament (particularly over free speech)

	Prestige
	This means the reputation and image. How, for example, the monarchy is regarded.

	Monopolies
	The sole right to sell a particular good or service.

	Effective
	How good something is at achieving its aims.

	Faction
	Fluid alliances around powerful men seeking patronage



Your paragraphs should still follow the PEE model...

P=Point (your idea).

E=Explain (develop your analysis)

E=Evidence (you must deploy specific and detailed evidence)
Past Questions


Unit by Unit break down


Elizabethan Government and Parliaments





Note that until June 02 students did not have a choice of questions.





One must not question spot from this list (honestly - it really is a bad idea). All four units must be properly prepared. However it would seem sensible to ensure Parliament is particularly secure (especially all those quotes / examples / dates of multiple subsidies etc). 





I would strongly advise students to make essay-planning part of their revision programme. A good tip here is to work with people from other sets (to share good practice / ideas). You can bring these along to any Elizabethan teacher, or email them to us on...





� HYPERLINK mailto:akydd@westberks.org ��akydd@westberks.org�


� HYPERLINK mailto:rbarbour@westberks.org ��rbarbour@westberks.org�


� HYPERLINK mailto:tcollins@westberksberks.org ��tcollins@westberks.org�


� HYPERLINK mailto:sross@westberks.org ��sross@westberks.org�


� HYPERLINK mailto:epodesta@catainstudmuffin.org ��epodesta@westberks.org�





I would strongly advise you dig out those Revision Day notes on exam technique (eg links and relative importance etc). You must understand what the examiner is looking for before you go on study leave.


 


Finally, remember this is a knowledge-based exam. You must do the detailed learning or be found out...








Common phrases


and


Common spelling mistakes





Remember the big trap here is just describe the historical debate. This might make you sound clever, but the mark scheme is looking for consideration of factors !








Above all, write in paragraphs


(about seven is normal)


and ensure that you directly answer the question.
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