




















Young People:  
War (1939-1945) 

 During the Second World War life changed for many children because of the 
Blitz (1940-41) 

 The bombing was very frightening for children and parents.  
 40,000 were killed including 5000 children. Nearly 1.5 million homeless 
 Evacuation – was voluntary but 50% of city children were evacuated 
 Rationing – e.g. meat, cheese, eggs meant children grew up used to 

shortages  
 Children’s diet improved with more vegetables and fewer sweets 
 Education – there were larger class sizes and part time school as male 

teachers left for war 
 There was also an increasing awareness on the part of the middle classes of 

the poor conditions for working class children, as children from slums went to 
live in middle class families in the countryside. 

 The Beveridge Report (1944) suggested ways benefit allowances for children 
& free health care 

 The Labour Party won the election in 1945 and introduced the NHS and 
Family Allowances.  

 
Transition (Late 40s and 50s) 
 At the start of the 1950s there was still rationing [until 1954], shortages and 

bomb damage. 
 School places in the late 1940s and 1950s were decided by a test called the 

’11 plus’. 
 Pass the ’11 plus’ and you went to a grammar school, and probably continued 

to university.  
 Fail it and you went to secondary modern, probably left at 14 or 15 and had a 

lower paid job – essentially children were sorted into ‘sheep’ and ‘goats’ at 11.  
 Caning was a punishment for naughty behaviour in the 40s, 50s and 60s and 

was not completely banned until 1987 9though by the 1970s it is estimated 
only 1 school in 5 still used this punishment). 

 Compulsory military service (National Service) was introduced in 1949. From 
1 January 1949, healthy males 17 to 21 years old were expected to serve in 
the Armed Forces for 18 months, and remain on the reserve list for four years. 
National Service ended gradually from 1957. In November 1960 the last 
young men were ‘called up’ and in 1963 the last National Servicemen left the 
armed forces. 

 Young people acted and dressed like their parents and the term ‘teenager’ 
only really became popular in the mid-1950s. 

 The lives of teenagers began to change in the 1950s, in part because of the 
impact of increased wealth, and also because of the impact of American 
culture.  

 The American actor James Dean became a popular hero in the film ‘Rebel 
without a Cause’, whilst Elvis had number 1 hits and shocked people with his 
dancing. 

 Separate youth cultures developed in the 1950s with, the growing popularity 
and impact of rock music, and changes to clothes and fashion.  



 ‘Teddy Boys’ had distinctive jackets and D.A. haircuts. They sometimes 
formed gangs and had a reputation for street violence. 

 There were reports of riots when the American film ‘Rock around the clock’ 
was played. However remember that this was a minority – most young people 
were not rioting Teddy Boys! 

 
Young People: Revolution (1960s and early 70s) 
 The ‘swinging sixties’ are famous for big social changes. 
 This was the decade when more young people began to question their 

parents’ ideas and values and to rebel against aspects of society they 
believed to be wrong. 

 Many students in the 1960s became involved in protests for example against 
the Vietnam War [1968], and against Nuclear Weapons [this group was called 
CND].  

 They staged peaceful ‘sit ins’ although these sometimes turned violent. The 
lives of teenagers had changed dramatically by the mid-1970s, however we 
must be careful about how much, and for how many.  

 The authorities were mocked in satirical magazines [Private Eye] and TV 
shows [That was the Week that Was]. 

 A survey of who teenagers most respected showed it was their parents and 
the Queen. 

 Teenagers had more money and leisure time.  
 As a result they were increasingly targeted as consumers – people to buy 

records, fashions, and to advertise to on TV.  
 Teenagers bought ‘transistor radios’ which were small and portable. 
 Music - The number of ‘singles sold rose from 5 million in 1955 to 1960. 
 Music shows on TV attracted big audiences e.g. ‘Top of the Pops’ and 

‘Ready, Steady. Go!’  
 Bands like The Rolling Stones and the Beatles were young men writing for 

other teenagers and became very popular worldwide.  
 Lyrics sometimes talked about sex and drugs e.g. Beatles ‘Lucy in the Sky 

with Diamonds’.  
 Pirate radio stations broadcasted from boats to play the new music until the 

BBC launched Radio 1 in 1967. 
 Fashion – Mary Quant introduced the ‘mini-skirt’ using the model ‘Twiggy’. 
 Hairdressers like Vidal Sassoon became famous, and the Kings Road in 

London became known as worldwide centre of fashion. 
 Some teenagers could be violent - for example, Mods [scooters and suits] and 

Rockers [motorbikes and leather] fought at British Seaside resorts such as 
Margate in 1964.  

 100 teenagers were arrested in Brighton.  
 The newspapers were horrified but there was little actual violence. 
 Education changed with the introduction of comprehensive schools and the 

expansion of universities [50,000 students in 1939 to 390,000 by the end of 
the 1960s]. 

 However many people were shocked, when John Lennon said the Beatles 
were ‘more popular than Jesus’.  

 Sex - The percentage of teenage mothers did double between 1950 and 1975 
(but only from 5% to 10% of all mothers). 


