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	Question
“The Second Reich became increasingly democratic in the years 1900 - 1914”
How far do you agree with this statement ?



	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
Increasingly democratic 
Second Reich = 1900 – 1914


	Key issues to be discussed
How democratic was it in 1900 ?
Evidence that the Reichstag grew in power
Evidence that the Reichstag did not grow in power
Remember compare not describe

Judgement in the body of the essay as well as the conclusion



	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument. 
	Content

	Introduction
	Define terms
	There is a historical debate about where power laid in Germany in 1900 – few would call it a democracy in 1900, but if the power of the Reichstag increased by 1918, then it would be correct to suggest the Second Reich became increasingly democratic in the years 1900 – 1914 



	1.


	Arguments that that in 1900 Germany was not democratic.

	How democratic was the Second Reich in 1900 ?

· Rohl – the Kaiser was “at the heart of the system” – the Second Reich was “a functioning monarchy”. W2 certainly appointed and dismissed ministers and Chancellors – and did – 1900 / 1909 / 1917. As such, he was “his own Chancellor” and “Wilhelm alone was responsible for all the key legislation of the period” (Harden). He was commander in chief of the army and controlled foreign policy.

· Hans-Ulrich Wehler argues that elites had the real power. For him they took Germany on the Sonderweg (special path) to “militarism…authoritarian politics and a hostility towards democracy”. Others would argue that there was Sammlungspolitik (‘policy of concentration’) = the banding together of social elites and the Kaiser to protect their position from ‘threats’ from below.
· The Reichstag did exist as a national parliament with the power discuss, amend and reject govt proposals. – for example  it set the defence budget and the Federal Council’s consent was required for any new law. 
Hwvr, as the question infers, it was limited in its authority. In 1900 Germany was not a true democracy.

	2.
	Evidence that the Second Reich became increasingly democractic

	There is evidence that the Reichstag became more powerful in this period.
· The Reichstag did use its powers in 1906 to reject colonial policy and the budget.
· It did challenge the Kaiser in the 1908 Daily Telegraph affair in the winter 1908-9. In an interview the Kaiser expressed wishes for closer relations with Britain, but these comments were much criticised for making such a bold statement on foreign policy to the foreign press. Demands were made in the Reichstag for constitutional limitations to be placed in the Kaiser - in the end, Bulow sided with the Reichstag and secured a promise from the Kaiser that the terms of a constitution would be respected
· Voter turn out increased to 84% in 1912 elections – and the SPD became the largest party. The working classes were increasing represented, and their influence could be felt in policy. For example, the 1911 Imperial Insurance Code extended sickness and old age insurance.  
Judgement – how meaningful are these events / were they just isolated incidents ? 

	3.
	Evidence that the Second Reich stayed as an autocracy

	There is more meaningful evidence that the Reichstag remained powerless in this period.
· The ‘Hottentot’ election 1906. The local population in German South-West Africa (Namibia) was crushed in 1904-5 and awful brutality, corruption and incompetence in the administration were made public. The government proposed to compensate white settlers and to find extra money to suppress the rebels. This was not well received in the Reichstag:  even the Centre Party voted against it but the Reichstag was dissolved

· Influence of the Kaiser over the Reichstag >> The Zabern Affair 1913. Bethman faced a vote of no confidence, in the Reichstag. A crushing defeat – but just carried on. For Rohl it showed how , right up to 1914 the Kaiser dominated German poltics. (Hwvr, the huge public outcry indicated that popular movements were on the increase). Moreover in Reichstag usually voted for the Kaiser’s foreign policy. For example in 1912 voted for the army bill (for fear of being seen as unpatriotic and in 1914 the Reichstag voted for war bonds.
· The influence of the elites over the Reichstag >> The Agrarian League - Over 100 members of the Reichstag were also members of the Agrarian League in 1900. Influence can be seen in the 1902 Tariff La. The German Colonial League (Weltpolitik) and the Pan German League (Mitteleuropa) were also heavily represented in the Reichstag and pressured for a more assertive foreign policy.
Comparison Judgement.

	Conclusion
	
	What really changed ? Continuity is the dominant theme – so no the Second Reich did not became increasingly democratic in the years 1900 - 1914 . In 1914 the Reichstag still did not have the power to install or dismiss a government. The chancellor still served at the pleasure of the Kaiser. The key decisions were taken by the Kaiser. The Reichstag tended to be an overseer of the government rather than the government itself. This can be seen by the fact that the Reichstag didn't really have "governing coalitions," but rather a parties representing various interest groups (the Center was Catholic, SPD was workers, etc.) which never coalesced into long-lasting majority group.

	Teacher Guidance



