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	Question
“The main opposition to the Nazis came from the youth”
How far do you agree with this judgement ?



	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
main opposition

youth



	Key issues to be discussed
Need to compare the threat of Youth with other groups

Church

Left

Elites
Use Peukert


	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument.
	Content

	Intro
	Aim – identify the key terms and show that I will compare.

	· Very brief – this is a four paragraph answer.

· The given question is correct to suggest that there was opposition from the young, however to consider if it was “the main opposition to the Nazis” then its seriousness needs to be compared to other areas of opposition.

· This will be done by using Detlev Peukert’s categorisation of non-conformity / protest and active resistance. 

	1.


	Opposition from Youth

	· Many young people became increasingly alienated by the regimentation of youth groups (compulsory after 1939) / asked to make the biggest sacrifices for the war effort.

· Most sig youth opposition was the White Rose Movement in Munich 1943 – actions (leaflets and demonstrations). Hans and Sophie Scholl executed in Feb 43 – protests in the university.
· Edelweiss Pirates – rejected conformity and actually attacked Hitler Youth. Helped escaped prisoners or war. Public hangings.
· Swing movements continued through the war despite being banned.
The regime was very worried by youth opposition but overwhelming non-conformity (and a little protest). Unlikely to be the main opposition to the Nazis.  

	2.
	Opposition from the Church

	· Much of church life had avoided gleichschaltung, so more opposition logical.

· Most serious church opposition was from the Protestant theologian and doctor of philosophy, Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Banned from lecturing in 1940 he became a rep of the German Resistance. Arrested and put in Buchenwald in 43. Excuted in 45.
· Catholic opposition was usually centred on individual policies. The banning of crucifixes in schools / Bishop Gale (Action 4) / reading out of an encyclical from the Pope.
Comparison with the threat from Youth – perhaps more protest, but as it did not seriously hinder the war effort it was less serious.

	3.
	Opposition from the Left

	·  Despite the Enabling Law, most opposition came from the left.
1. Uhrig,s 89 resistance cells in Berlin in 1941 (active)
2. Schulze-Boysen’s Red Orchestra passed secrets to the Soviets and distributed anti-Nazi leaflets (active)

3. The Kreisau Circle – secret Christian / socialist meetings at von Molke’s estate.

4. Underground Communist groups in Manheim and Hamburg 
Comparison with the threat from Youth  and  Church – More serious because it involved active resistance in hindering the war effort. It also had an ideology. However did not seriously threaten the war effort.

	4.
	The army

	· Like the Church the Army had avoided gleichschaltung.

· Little meaningful opposition until Stalingrad. Based around Carl Goerdeler – army chief until he resigned in 1938 (did not agree with the Hossbach Memorandum. Goerdeler had been picked by the resistance as the next Chancellor if Hitler could be removed

· After the loss of the Sixth Army at Stalingrad – army opposition the greatest threat to Hitler personally because of the generals access to the Furher. 

· The July 1944 Stauffenberg Plot only failed to end the Furher’s rule because of bad luck. The ultimate active resistance. Two hundred executed, including twenty two generals. Rommel encouraged to commit suicide.
Comparison with the other – More serious because it tried – and almost succeeded in overthrowing the Nazi regime by killing Hitler.

	Conclusion
	
	Statement incorrect – return to Peukert – clearly Stauffenberg Plot was the only serious challenge to overthrowing Nazism.



