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	Question
The biggest problem that Weimar Germany faced 1919 - 1923 was its much fated constitution

How far do you agree with this statement ?



	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
1919 – 1923 – Up to hyperinflation
Constitution – named factor
The biggest problem – compare seriousness
much fated = much praised. IE the best student would also identify what is praise-worthy about the Weimar consitutuion. 



	Key issues to be discussed
The constitution
Threats from the left

Threats from the right

Economic problems

Compare the seriousness of the problems
Linking ?



	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument. 
	Content

	Introduction
	
	· On first consideration there is plenty to suggest that the constitution was indeed “much fated” ?
1. It brought proper democracy to Germany – women had the vote / elected head of state / Chancellor answerable to the Reichstag

2. It enshrined Civil liberties into German life – eg article 109 - stating that “all are equal before the law”

3. Civil liberties were also protected (freedom of speech, movement, religious worship) 

· Hwvr, “the most liberal and democratic document of its kind the twentieth century had ever seen” (W Shirer) was actually one of a series of problems Weimar Germany face in the years 1919 – 1923.

	1.


	The Constitution – what problems did it create ?
	K Fischer describes the constitution as “a hodge-podge”…”a mirror image of the social dissonances of German society” – in other words, it was a C20 document for the governance of “a German society based in nineteenth century values” (Jackel) where “the spirit of Imperial Germany lived on” (W.Carr).  Beyond this there were technical problems with the constitution.
· The problem of a pure form of proportional representation was that it led to unstable coalition governments (stats ?)

· Bill of Rights / Freedom of Speech gave a voice to anti-Weimar extremists (eg Hitler and the Nazis)

· Articles 25 and 48 left the new democracy vulnerable. They enabled the President to dissolve the Reichstag and rule by decree.

Tie back to the question – Yes a serious problem

	2.
	Threats from the Left
EXPLAIN NOT DESCRIBE
	The Constitution was also drawn up in the midst of “a genuine attempt from the KPD to start a revolution” (M Hughes) - Context of the 1917 Russian Revolution.
· Kiel Munity
· KPD has temporary control of Bremmen, Berlin and Bavaria

· Spartacists Revolt – put down by the Freikorps 

Comparison Judgement – less serious ?
It is possible to overstate the danger possed by the Left in these years. As Lenin damming suggested “they would not even storm a railway station unless they’d first bought platform tickets”

	3.
	Threats from the Right
EXPLAIN NOT DESCRIBE
	· Context of defeat / Versailles and the “stab in the back”. As Theodus Heuss stated “democracy came to Germany in the wake of defeat”. Hogo Preuss continues that this meant that “the Reich constitution was born with a curse upon it”.
· Kapp Putch
· Political Assassinations

· Munich Putsch / Trial
Comparison Judgement – More serious ?

	4.
	Economic Problems
EXPLAIN NOT DESCRIBE
	Perhaps the biggest challenge came from the economic chaos in the period.

· Reparations

· Hyperinflation “Savings, hopes, plans and aspirations were swept away in in a whirlwind. The experience confirmed a deep-seated dislike of democracy for many Germans. Thereafter, it , which was thereafter equated with economic distress” (M Fulkbrook).
· Invasion of the Ruhr.
Comparison judgement – most serious ?

	Conclusion
	
	· The Constitution was a serious problem for Weimar Germany but “its more problematic provisions would have mattered less if circumstances had been different” (Richard Evans)
· What were these circumstances ?

· Most important ? 

· How do they link together ?
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