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	Question
How far do you agree that life got better for majority of Germans in the period 1924-1929?


	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
“life got better”

“majority”

“period 1924-1929”



	Key issues to be discussed
1. ECONOMICS

GOOD 

BAD

Stresemann stabilising economy

Agriculture

Economic growth/recovery

Dependence on foreign capital / cartelisation + rationalisation
National benefits, seen by people, e.g living standards, wages

Unemployment

2. POLITICAL

GOOD 

BAD

Increased stability ( no more putsch attempts, grand coalition
Political/street violence
1928 election results ( increased acceptance of democracy
Middle-class alienation
Foreign policy ( end of Germany’s isolation
Unstable coalitions 
3. SOCIAL

GOOD 

BAD

Modernism
Visual arts
Modernism
Divisive 



	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument. (How does this tie to the key terms)
	Content

	Introduction
	1924-1929 typically seen as the “Golden Age” 

	· Increased economic security for society (Stresemann)
· Increased political security 

· ( Improvement of standards of living

· BUT many still alienated/underlying problems
· Social reforms/experimentation = controversial



	1.


	Economics:
· Recovery

· Not all benefited


	· Stresseman, the German liberal politician, was credited with stabilising the economy following the “year of crisis” in 1923, which included invasion of Ruhr and hyperinflation, not to mention the Munich Putsch. 
· Ended hyperinflation  by introducing a new currency, the Rentenmark, backed by US loans 

· People started to see benefits of an upturn in the economy with the introduction of welfare schemes. 

· Industrial production matched and exceeded that of pre-war levels and exports were so strong that in 1929 they were 40% higher than in 1925. Largely funded by American loans which were extensions of the welfare schemes to help boost economy, Dawes plan which gave 200 million dollars 

· Introduction to rationalisation and cartelisation which let big businesses grow, and smaller businesses such as small shops, owned by the Mittlestand, their markets were dominated by big businesses. The rationalisation would have us wonder how good can the upturn in the economy be if items are being rationalised 
· Agricultural prices started falling from 1927, 2 year before wall street crash 

· Unemployment always remained above 1 million and started to rise from 1928, welfare schemes becoming increasingly expensive

· Peasants and Junkers were not content, they only made modest gains and tensions remained high between the workers and business owners 

	2.
	Political:
· Increased acceptance for democracy

· Disagreements and disturbances


	· Bookbinder: “Pride was in short supply during the Weimar Years”
No more political assasinations/putschs added to the increased acceptance of democracy ( Grand coalition (SPD, Centre, DDP, DVP) under Muller
Seen in the 1928 elections where 76% of people supported pro-Weimar parties AND extremists did not gain mass support: Nazi’s with only 2.6%

Foreign policies: end of German isolation seen in the US loans Treaty of Locarno, Treaty of Berlin and acceptance in the League of Nations

· LINK TO ECONOMICS: Success of democratic parties due to the economic stability (due to able politicians) and prosperity = diminished appeal of extremism

BUT…

· Unstable coalitions (6 governments in the period), short lived, average was 9 months ( difficult for German people to support for

· Middle-class alienation, not part of the “majority” who prospered: financial losses in 1923, social trends, trade-union state ( stab in the back legend remained, hate for November criminals (1/4 voted against democracy)
· Political/street violence intensified = unhealthy for society, revolved around violence ( Berlin fight 30 dead, 200 injured KPD vs Authorities, total 162 killed ( 92 Red Front, 29 Nazi SA, Stahlhelm 26, Reichsbanner 18)


	3.
	Social:
· Experimentation

· Divisions


	Peter Gay: “Weimar culuture was the creation of outsiders…for a short dizzying fragile moment”
GOOD:

· Growth in film and cinema, Universum Film AG (Ufa) was the biggest film company in Europe: 1926 sold 332 million,500 cinemas by the end of the 1920s

· Innovation in technology ( mass communications in the radio (1930 4 million sets), 

BAD:

· ‘Avant garde’ movements/experimentations in art (Dadaism seen in George Grosz), architecture (Bauhaus by Walter Gropius) and literature e.g Erich Maria Remarque who wrote “All Quiet on the Western Front” which challenged the stab in the back myth
· 1919 abolition of censorship in nightclubs, revues, cabaret ( naked dancing of women

· Women – short hair, smoked, employed, able to vote = broke traditional norms ( 1920 111 women elected to Reichstag

· Growing discontent by the conservatives/traditionalists/rural dwellers who opposed the new trends of decadence ( many artists associated with the Communists

· Anti-Semitism intensified, became a scapegoat for the emergence of said movements

Link to economics + political: economic recovery gave the opportunity for a decadent lifestyle, political instability in coalitions perhaps reflected in the experimentation of people

	Conclusion
	
	On the surface, it did seem to get better for the majority for German people, however, there were underlying issues and tensions which prevented complete stability for German people to fully experience a better life.
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