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	Question
“Fear of the terror state was the main reason why opposition did not succeed in overthrowing the Nazi regime in the wartime years”
How far do you agree with this statement ?


	Key Words and Phrases in the question 
Fear of the terror state
main reason

opposition did not succeed



	Key issues to be discussed
The named factor will need to be contrasted with other reasons why opposition failed.


	Line of Argument

	Point
	Ideas and line of argument.

(How does this tie to the key terms)
	Content

	Intro
	Validity of the assumption in the question

	When Richard Evans wrote of the Nazi regime “intimidating the Germans into acquiescence…via…a whole range of sanctions upon those who dared to oppose it” he reflected the assumption in the given statement. However this alone cannot fully account for failure of opposition to “overthrow the Nazi regime”.

	1.


	The impact of the Terror State

	· The Terror State was clearly central the Nazi crushing of opposition.

· Little opportunity for opposition after the Enabling Act, the Night of the Long Knives and Gleichshaltung – explain how potential and actual opposition groups were purged before the war started.

· Beyond this, “the Terror State”(Bracher) was a very real deterrent. Himmler’s empire was founded upon the removal of the freedom of speech and assembly. Explain the work of

1. The Gestapo 2. Block wardens 3. The SS and camps 4. The SIPO 5. The SD

· Fear (the perception of a totalitarian State) was perhaps as important as the reality. You could reference Gellately on the low number of Gestapo.

· Leading opponents were caught and usually publicly executed - 
1. The Scholls 2. von Molke 3. Boysen 4. Bonhoeffer. 5 Stauffenberg
Clearly the Terror State goes a long way to explaining why opposition was ineffective. It crushed actual opponents and intimidated potential enemies into Evans’ acquiescence”

	2.
	Ongoing consent for the regime 


	However, terror alone can not explain the failure of opposition to “overthrow the Nazi regime in the wartime years”. Bullock wrote of consent being maintained by “propaganda and terror”
· Explain how Goebbels’ wartime propaganda and speeches weakened opposition.
      Evidence at pace.
· For the first half of the war the Nazis looked like they were winning – this greatly weakened opposition and strengthened the “the Hitler Myth”. Thereafter fear of Soviet invasion and 

· Volksgemeinschaft also weakened a lot of the arguments of the opposition.

Consent was important in weakening the arguments of the opposition – particularly at the start of the war.

	3.
	Divisions and mistakes by the different opposition groups


	In addition the different opposition groups were divided in what they were trying to achieve.
Contrast the aims of;

· The Catholic Church
· Youth groups

· The Left

· The Army

· There were few worked out plans about how to resist the regime. Opposition was fragmented even within these groups. Not all even wanted to overthrow Hitler, and beyond the example of the Kreisau Circle they did not communicate.
· Only the army had a real chance of overthrowing the regime – and they acted too late.
Opposition was ineffective until the July bomb plot of 1944 regardless of the levels of consent and terror. 

	Conclusion
	
	The terror state was the main reason why opposition did not succeed in overthrowing the Nazi regime in the wartime years. However, there was little support for opposition before 1942, and the divisions within the different movements were another important factor.


